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In  former  Yugoslavia  — 

Baptists  feeding  refugees,  but  locals  are  the  heroes 


BELGRADE,  Serbia  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptists  in  America  are 
helping  feed  thousands  of 
refugees  who  have  fled  the  bitter 
civil  war  in  former  Yugoslavia. 

But  the  real  heroes  are  local 
Baptists  who  distribute  food 
^m  outside  donors  through  pro¬ 
grams  run  on  nickels,  dimes, 
hard  work,  and  faith. 

A  previously  announced 
$223,000  gift  ftom  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  will  provide  fo^ 
to  more  than  30,000  people  over 
the  next  two  to  three  months. 


Many  of  them  are  Bosnian  ftuni- 
lies  who  have  left  their  homeland 
with  little  more  than  their  lives. 
Southern  Bu)^  mi^onary  Bill 
Steele  is  helping  coordinate  use 
of  the  funds. 

Biq>tists  work  on  all  sides  of 
the  conflict,  helping  Croatians, 
Serbians  and  Bosnians  alike: 

—  In  Puscitre,  northern  Croat¬ 
ia,  Bi^itist  layman  Bra±o  Horvat 
has  tmned  tte  warehouse  of  his 
electronics  firm  into  a  clearing¬ 
house  for  refugee  ministry.  The 
modem  facility  normally  filled 


By  Mike  CrcsweO 

with  fax  machines  and  copiers, 
now  bulges  with  food,  clothing, 
shoes,  and  other  itetns.  Horvat 
sends  his  own  trucks  around  the 
city  where  10,000  Bosnian 
refugees  have  settled.  At  times 
he  even  sends  trucks  into  Bosn¬ 
ian  tenitmy  to  distribute  aid. 

Horvat  personally  has  preached 
at  the  front  lines.  He  drstributes 
food  and  clothing  to  Muslim 
refugees  with  no  strings  attached, 
but  uses  every  opportunity  to 
spread  his  faith. 

“Jesus  is  not  American,  not 


Local  Baptists  are  the  real  heroes 


The  real  heroes  of  the  civil  war  in  dyina  Yugoslavia 
include  Christians  like  layman  Bratko  Horvat  (left), 
who  pauses  to  examine  relief  supplies  with  Sotmiem 
Baptist  missions^  Bill  Steele  (right),  and  Canadian 
Ba^ist  mission  official  John  Keim.  Horvat  turned  the 
warehouse  of  his  electronics  firm  in  Croatia  into  a 
clearinghouse  for  refogee  ministry.  The  modem  fScHI- 
ty,  normally  filled  with  fax  machines  and  copiers, 


bulges  with  food,  clothino,  shoes  and  other  items. 
Horvat  sends  his  own  trucw  to  distribute  aid  around 
the  city,  where  10,(X)0  Bosnian  refugees  have  settled, 
and  even  into  dangerous  Bosnian  territory.  He  has  per¬ 
sonal^  preached  at  the  front  lines.  "Jesus  is  not  Amer¬ 
ican,  not  Croatian,  and  not  Serbian.”  he  tells  the 
refuoees,  whom  he  prefers  to  call  "guests.”  (BP  photo 
by  Mike  Creswell) 


Croatian  and  not  Serbian,”  he 
tells  the  refugees,  whom  he 
prefers  to  caU  “guests.” 

“When  you  the  people  cry, 
but  when  our  man  talk*  nobody 
cries.  What  power  do  you  have?” 
one  Muslim  man  asked  Hcwvat 

—  At  Sisak,  Croatia,  near  the 
Serbian  war  fitmt,  Bs^tist  worker 
Zelko  Mraz  flm  throu^  receipts 
for  the  food  Getsemane  Mission 
has  bought  with  Foreign  Mission 
Board  ftmds:  2,400  cans  of  stew, 
500  kilograms  of  noodles,  500 
liters  of  cooking  oil,  500  pounds 
of  rice,  1,5(X)  kilograms  or  sugar. 

Each  21  days  woikers  with  the 
Baptist-led  organization  distrib¬ 
ute  food  parcels  to  about  400 
families  the  government  has  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  care.  With  few  of 
their  own  resources,  they  depend 
on  outside  aid  to  help  meet  the 
pressing  needs  around  them. 

—  In  Zagreb,  Croatia’s  cimital 
city,  the  Baptist  group  ^My 
Neighbor,”  is  using  a  $25,000 
gift  from  Southern  Baptists  to 
feed  about  2,000  people  for  two 
months.  The  mimstry,  based  in 
Zagreb  Baptist  Cbun^,  operates 
a  clothing  warehouse  and  an 
extensive  food  distribution  min¬ 
istry  across  Croatia.  “My  Neigh¬ 
bor,”  probably  the  biggest  of  the 
Baptist-related  refugee  min- 
istnes,  has  established  a  newslet¬ 
ter  to  report  on  its  work. 

—  Daiuvar  B^tist  Church  in 
the  United  Nations-protected 
town  of  the  same  name  also 
depends  on  outside  help,  said 

?astor  Misko  Horvatek.  With  just 
4  members,  the  church  has 
taken  on  the  mammoth  responsi¬ 
bility  of  caring  for  400  refugee 
families  in  the  town  of  Knq;Hna. 
To  heighten  the  challenge,  the 
church  lost  its  entire  savings 
account  of  prewar  Yugoslavian 
cunency  at  the  bank. 

Chur^  members  even  pay  rent 
for  some  refugee  families  to 
assure  them  of  housing.  But  they 
will  use  the  $20,000  given  to  the 
church  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  only  for  food,  in  keeping 
with  careful  agreements.  Hor¬ 
vatek  recently  bought  five  tons 
of  protein-enriched  food  supple¬ 
ment  to  mix  with  regular  floor  to 
make  it  more  nutritious.  Mem¬ 
bers  also  distribute  New  Testa¬ 
ments  to  many  of  the  families 
they  help. 

—  At  Osijek,  Croatia,  a  major 
bridge  near  the  town  center  lies 
shattered  in  a  river  that  separates 
the  town  from  Serbian-held  teni-* 
tory.  The  city  is  quiet  now,  but 


many  buildings  are  pockmarked 
by  automatic  weapons  fire  from 
previous  fighting. 

Toma  Magda,  pastor  of  the  50- 
member  Biq[>tist  ^nrcb  here,  said 
the  congregation  supports  100 
refugee  families  with  food.  Some 
are  Croatian,  some  Serbian  and 
others  are  Bosnian,  reflecting  the 
hurt  the  war  has  dished  out  to  all 
sides. 

Church  members  don’t  ask 
about  religious  backgrounds  of 
refugees;  it’s  too  tou^y  a  ques¬ 
tion  these  days  in  a  land  where 
your  religious  background  can 
get  you  killed. 

The  church  has  helped  400 
refugee  school  children  get  nour¬ 
ishing  lunches  by  proviiUng  food 
for  the  school  staff  to  prepare. 
Members  plan  to  expand  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  a  second  school,  Magda 
said.  The  church  also  has  distrib¬ 
uted  several  tons  of  clothing  pro¬ 
vided  by  Brethren  churches  in 
Germany  and  detergent  for  wash¬ 
ing  baby  diapers  provided  by 
othisrs. 

—  Slovenia  is  the  newly  inde¬ 
pendent  country  that  used  to  be 
northern  Yugoslavia,  with  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  about  2  million.  Just 
five  small  Baptist  congregations 
worship  here  —  part  of  500 
or  so  evangelicals  in  the  predom¬ 
inantly  Catholic  country.  But 
they,  too,  minister  to  the  many 
refugees  who  have  fled  here. 
About  20,000  refugees  live  in  65 
camps  while  another  60,(XX)  stay 
with  relatives  across  Slovenia-. 

As  the  war  drags  on  into  the 
winter,  hardships  will  increase 
for  many  refugees  as  weather 
makes  already  poor  roads 
impassable.  With  no  end  in  sight 
to  the  fighting.  Baptists  will  min¬ 
ister  for  months  to  come. 

One  positive  result  of  the  war: 
Baptists  have  become  widely 
recognized  as  people  who  give 
substance  to  their  faith  through 
service.  “In  the  past  the  govern¬ 
ment  persecuted  Baptists.  But 
Baptists  have  helped  in  humani¬ 
tarian  aid  and  this  has  helped  to 
establish  an  identity,”  said  Osi¬ 
jek  pastor  Toma  Magda. 

“We  must  move  now.  Now’s 
the  time  to  serve  and  evangelize 
and  reach  out,”  declared  Branko 
Lovrec,  leader  of  the  Croatian 
Baptist  Union  in  Zagreb.  “Now, 
now,  now.” 

Creswell,  an  Europe  corre¬ 
spondent,  recently  returned 
from  a  second  visit  to  several 
^  parts  of  embattled  former 
Vufoslavia. 


Editor’s  Ntmunnif  ^ 

The  world  back  then 


(Octavius)  was  the  emperor  of  his  teachings.  However,  thousands,  not,  when  their  world  was  cnun- 
Rome,  and  the  crafty  Herod  was  yea  millions,  would  fcdlow  him  to  Ming! 

strengthening  his  pt^tion  in  Judea  the  deadi.  Well  over  $4  billion  is  Is  there  a  ‘*fear  not”  left  for  us 
by  murder  ami  intrigue.  Ife  killed  given  to  bis  cause  each  year  in  the  today?  We  have  war  on  practically 
many  of  his  own  fai^y,  including  USA.  The  first  book  to  be  printed  every  continent.  Starvation, 
his  favorite  wife  Mariamne.  Her  fix>m  movable  type  was  the  BiUe  famine,  and  disease  have  become 
death  affected  him  greatly  and  it  and  now  40  miUion  Bibles  a  year  commoofriaoe;  we  watch  a  war  on 
was  rumored  he  had  lost  mind  are  being  sold.  More  pages  are  our  televisions.  Crime  makes  os 
A  literal  reign  of  temM-  stalked  the  printed  about  Christ  every  week  fearful,  political  intrigue  is  the 
land.  Herod  did  rebuild  the  tem{rie  than  about  any  hundred  of  the  order  the  day,  and  the  fabric  oi 
hoping  to  win  over  the  Jews,  but  world’s  greatest  mea  the  family  is  rent  by  abortions, 

H.I.  Hester  in  The  Heart  of  Back  then  it  was  the  Graeco-  AIDS,  aixl  gross  immorality.  Have 
Hebrew  History,  says  it  had  little  Roman  wmld.  In  die  first  century  all  the  “fisar  nets”  been  qieiit  in  die 
effect  the  Romans  fostered  politicid  marketplace  and  we  await  bank- 

In  the  latter  days  of  the  cruel  administrations  but  the  Greeks  rup^? 
monarch,  momentous  events  were  molded  intellectual  life.  Much  of  The  same  source  of  the  first  cen- 
taking  pliax.  Four  hundred  years  of  the  New  Testament  reflects  this  tury’s  “fear  not”  is  the  source  fw 
silence  was  about  to  be  broken,  influence.  today.  The  external  situation  will 

Gabriel,  a  master  of  announce-  The  military  influence  is  also  leave  us  confused  and  weak,  but 
ments,  told  a  Galilean  maiden  of  evident.  Roman  roads  and  sea^  the  joy  and  gladness  is  there  for  all 
the  coming  Messiah  —  the  real  lanes  championed  commerce,  who  accept  gift  God  has  fw  os. 

King  of  the  Jews.  While  Herod  There  was  a  smattering  of  wealthy  Man’s  heart  ^  not  been  altered 
groveled  in  his  misery  the  child  people  and  millions  of  extremely  siixx  the  first  century.  Greed,  self- 
Jesus  was  lovingly  placed  in  a  poor  pet^de.  Slavery  was  an  insti-  ishness,  atal  sin  are  still  with  os. 
manger.  God  had  once  again  ^)o-  tution  then  and  a  wealthy  man  There  is  little  consolation  in  look- 
ken  to  his  people.  needed  200  or  mote  slaves  to  retain  ing  at  Rome  in  Al>.  92  or  1992  — 

This  was  a  new  beginning,  the  his  status.  Morals  were  un^ak-  nor  in  any  other  city.  The  real  joy 
dawning  of  a  new  era.  FItom  faence-  ably  evil  and  openly  displayed,  and  gladriess  are  found  in  a  siir^ 
forth  time  would  be  designated  Suicide  and  infenticide  were  com-  statement  Jesus  made:  First,  God 
B.C.  and  A.D.  The  centerpiece  of  mon.  Reli^oo  fiUed  the  empire  but  so  loved  the  worid.  It  moved  him 
human  history  walked  among  men.  darkness  covered  the  land.  U>  give  his  only  Son,  and  God  has  a 

His  influence  on  the  world  would  It  was  in  such  a  world  that  the  speaal  gift  for  aft  who  would  trust 
be  incalculable.  Armies  and  navies,  angel  said,  “Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  1^.  Joy  to  the  worid.  The  Lord 
kings  and  parliaments,  all  com-  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  has  come.  This  erases  the  “fear”  of 
bined,  have  not  affected  the  life  of  joy.”  ‘Tear  not”  was  the  angel’s  tlutt  day  and  of  your  day. 

Guest  opinion.,. 

Baptists  offer  alternatives  for  celebrating  Christmas 

By  Mike  McManus 

Recently,  I  received  a  letter  vague  for  met  I  prefer  the  i^dfics  enough  so  the  girls  can  play  with  lar  culture,  that  is  an  intense  cfaal-  shepherd,  “eager  to  serve,  not  lord- 

signed  by  national  religious  lead-  suggested  by  Rusty  Gifi)ert,  pastor  ft.  A^  as  we  unwrap  the  pieces  of  lenge.  Fortunately,  a  Southern  ing  it  over  those  erftrusted  to  you, 

ers  which  struck  my  eye:  “Cam-  of  Rocky  Springs  Baptist  Qiurch  the  nativity  scene  we  talk  about  Baptist  named  Wes  Allen  has  but  being  examides.” 

paim  to  Take  Conunerdalism  Out  in  Lisbon,  La.:  each  character....  I  think  it  is  come  up  with  a  solid  and  Dad  might  ask  the  kids,  “Do  you 

of  Quistmas.”  “Every  Christmas  morning  I  go  important  for  it  to  be  a  hands-on  immensely  practical  answer  —  think  we  have  been  good  exam- 

It  started  well,  how  they  are  out  and  visit  shut-ins,  the  home-  thing...  to  help  them  leam  about  one  any  fii^y  can  afford  and  use.  pies?”  A  parent  who  is  that  vulner- 

“deq>ly  concerned  about  the  exoes-  bound  and  anyone  who  has  had  a  the  Christmas  sto^.”  He  has  created  a  biblical  place-  sMe  will  be  listened  to  vriien  cor- 

sive  commercisdization  of  Christ-  significant  loss  in  their  family  in  My  wife,  Harriet,  was  very  ere-  mat  called  “Daily  Guidelines  to  reefing  a  child, 

mas.  For  far  too  long  we  have  wit-  the  past  year.  I  take  my  family  ative  with  our  boys  when  they  Strong  and  Happy  Christian  Panfi-  Another  month  on  the  lOth,  he 

nessed  the  spiritual  yield  to  the  with  me  and  we  spend  time  with  were  young.  Eadi  year  they  hand-  lies.”  Allen  has  selected  b***)!?*^”  might  look  up  Colossians  3:19  and 

commercial.  We  have  seen  the  spir-  these  people,”  he  told  Chip  Alford  made  Christmas  presents  for  of  verses  that  pidfily  .state  tfei^s  read,  “Husbands,  love  your  wives 

it  of  Christmas  reduced  to  a  canfi-  of  the  Bt^fist  Press.  grandparents,  cousins,  and  espe-  to  do  that  bo^d  solid' marriages  and-do.  not  be  .harsh  with  them.” 

val  of  mass  marketing.  Consump-  “We’ve  prayed  with  them  and  dally  for  old^  friends  of  the  fiimi-  and  fHailies,  apd Ihhigs  not  to  do  He  could  then  ask  his  wife,  *T3o 

fion  has  taken  on  an  almost  reli-  we’ve  cried  with  them.  I  think  it  is  ly  now  living  alone.  Often  they  that  are  hpnnftd-'  Tbore^ue  guide-  you  thiift:  I.  have  been  harsh  rvith 
gious  quality;  malls  have  become  importaik  frn  families  to  touch  file  were  decorations  that  could  be  lines  for  31dr^'  yoo?”.If  so,  ^Krfogize! 

the  new  shrines  of  worship.”  life  of  somebody  that  you  don’t  hung  on  a  tree  —  a  stained  glass  A  mother  or  father  could  read  Daily  use  of  the  “Daily  Guide- 

But  the  statement’s  proposed  have  to  touch  (during  the  holi-  cross  or  star.  One  year  it  was  a  #10  if  it  is  the  iptfa  of  tte  month,  lines”  will  indeed  build  “strong 

alternatives  were  thin;  “We  call  on  daysX”  placemat  with  bright  fall  leaves,  for  example,  which  says:  “Paxems,  and  happy  families.”  llie  truths  of 

pet^le  of  faith  to  ^ak  out  against  Gayle  Haywood,  minister  of  Many  of  these  have  survived  and  instead  of  leading  file  fiunily.  wifii  Scripture  are  eternal.  What  a 
the  over-commercializion  of  presd^l  and  children  at  Brent-  hang  on  our  Christmas  tree  years  dominance,  abuse,  or  force,  lead  Quistmas  preserft  —  to  give  your 

Christmas  in  our  media  and  wood  (Term.)  Baptist  Church  and  later.  them  with  inspiration  and  exam-  family  an  easy  way  to  study  God’s 

malls.”  mother  of  three,  sets  aside  one  Feu  a  parent,  the  central  question  pie.”  It  then  gives  three  biblical  {dan  for  them. 

“Let  us  invest  in  rene\t^  our  evening  for  Christmas  decorating  of  Chri^as  is  this:  How  does  one  references.  One  month  a  father  McManus  Is  a  llree-lance  ctUcs 

own  qxrfts,  our  relationships,  and  —  not  just  the  tree.  The  center-  build  a  family  on  the  rock  of  a  read  1  Peter  5:2-3,  wUdi  is  and  religion  columnist,  Uving  in 

our  natural  environment.”  Too  piece  is  a  nativity  scene,  “low  belief  in  Jesus  Qnist?  In  this  secu-  about  the  role  of  a  parent  as  a  Betliesda,  Md. 


A  Blessied  and.  Happy  Christmas  from 
the  Baptist  Record  staff  — 


tfaposc  iiecoro  aovisoi 
Kinton,  Wainul  Qrava; 
Brandon;  Qrady  CoMm, 
Dtekana,  aacralary. 
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Editor  Emeritus .  . 

Positive  financial  report,  staff 
additions  mark  HMB  meeting 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Home 
Mission  Board’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  received  a  positive  financial 
rqxnt  daring  its  final  meeting  of 
the  year. 

Thank  the  Lord  for  Soathem 
Bqitist  faithfulness,”  said  board 
chairman  Ron  Phillips,  a  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn.,  pastor,  following 
the  Dec.  8  rep(Ht 
Bob  Banks,  HMB  executive  vice 
president,  attributed  the  positive 
finanrial  report  to  the  Strength  of 
the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer¬ 
ing  for  Home  Missions  which  was 
5%  above  projectioas  after  die  first 
week  of  December,  favorable 
returns  on  investments,  and  a  one¬ 
time  return  from  the  sale  of  several 
investments. 

The  executive  committee  also 


filled  five  vacant  staff  positions. 

to  serve  as  direaor  of  mar¬ 
keting  was  John  Head,  presently 
director  of  development  for  the 
athletic  program  at  Geor^  State 
University  in  Atlanta.  David  Porter 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  was  elected 
as  associate  duector  of  maiketing. 

Timodiy  Norton,  cunendy  asso¬ 
ciate  director  0|f  tearireting,  was 
elected  associatjE  director  of 
church  growth  and  associational 
evangelism. 

Phillip  Jones,  cdrr^y  director 
of  the  HMB’s  plahning  and  ser¬ 
vices  research  department,  was 
promoted  to  director  of  the 
reaearcfa  divisioiL  Reba  Driver  was 
promoted  from  associate  director 
of  loan  administration  for  the 
board’s  church  loans  divisitm  to 


director  of  loan  administration. 

Ihe  executive  committee  also 
approved  iqipointment  of  27  mis- 
»)ns  personnel  and  $1.2  million  in 
church  loans  for  24  churches, 
including  sites  for  three  new 
churches.  The  committee  endorsed 
57  new  chaplains,  bringing  the 
Southern  Baptist  ctuqrlaiocy  total 
to  mote  than  2300. 

HMB  President  Larry  Lewis 
updated  executive  committee 
members  on  several  items  itxdnd- 
ing  development  of  construction 
pl^  for  the  agency’s  new  head¬ 
quarters  building  which  is  on 
sdiedale.  Lewis  alw  called  Soath¬ 
em  Baptists  to  prayer  for  relief 
effmts  m  Somalia,  particularly  for 
UiS.  nuHtaty  personnel  and  Soath¬ 
em  Baptist  ctapiams  serving  these. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Fbr- 
eign  Mission  Board  trustees  con- 
timied  moving  toward  a  change  of 
leadership,  heard  reports  from  the 
board’s  interim  president  and 
search  committee  chairman,  and 
agreed  to  employ  a  ctMisulting  firm 
to  study  the  board’s  structure. 

In  a  quiet  Dec.  7-9  meeting, 
trustees  also  heard  reports  on  mis¬ 
sions  opportunities  ranging  from 
Somalia  to  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  appointed  35  new  foreign 
missionaries  and  heard  a  guest 
evangelist  from  North  Carolina 
urge  them  to  “plow  on”  in  their 
ta^  of  world  missioos. 

Evangelist  Paul  Tsika,  qiparently 
referring  to  the  controversy  that 
has  beset  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  urged  trustees  to  focus 
on  the  board’s  evangelistic  goals. 

”Fo^et  what  is  bdnnd  and  pay 
attention  to  the  goal  in  die  fiituie,” 
he  said.  T’m  an  avowed  funda¬ 
mentalist,  but  1  don’t  go  for  the 


gonpeL  The  cfanrch  is  battling  widi- 
oat  disceroment  We  shook!  focus 
on  fighting  to  estaUish  the  goqieL” 

Dot  Kammerdiener,  addressing 
his  first  trustee  meeting  as  interim 
president,  presented  an  ”interim 
agenda”  as  the  board  seeks  a  new 
p^dent  to  rqilace  R.  Keith  Parks. 
Trastees  concluded  Kammerdi- 
ener’s  report  with  standing 
applause. 

Parks,  who  retired  Oct.  31 
because  of  disagreemeras  widi  the 
board’s  diiection,  sat  quiedy  in  the 


audience  as  Kammerdiener  rooke 
and  die  board  conducted  its  busi¬ 
ness  Dec.  9.  He  also  attended  the 
board’s  Dec.  8  missionary  appoint¬ 
ment  service.  Parks,  who  will 
become  missions  coordinator  for 
the  Cooperative  Bmto  Fellowshm 
Feb.  1,  told  Baptist  Press  be  attencl- 
ed  because  "I’m  a  Soathem  Baptist 
interested  in  worid  missions.” 

He  committed  himself:  1)  to 
affirm  missionaries,  staff,  and 
trastees  in  public  and  in  private 
and  urged  diem  to  work  as  a  team; 
2)  to  assume  trustee  votes  on  prin¬ 
ciples  and  policies  represeiK  true 
feelings,  not  a  “hidden  agenda.” 
and  tfatt  staff  should  act  aconding 
to  them;  and  3)  to  make  die  board  a 
more  ‘\iser-friendly”  agency,  espe¬ 
cially  with  large  cfaurchn  t^  have 
not  rdated  closely  to  the  board  in 
the  past 

Kammerdietier  challenged  each 
trustee  to  “becOTie  a  denomina¬ 
tional  missionis  leader”  who  will 
support  the  bioard  and  its  work 


prayer,  and  financial  support 

On  commnnicariOTS,  Kammerdi¬ 
ener  said  the  b^n^is  conunitted  to 
telling  die  truth.  i  As  a  board  we 
have  nothing  to  fejv  from  the  tradt 
It’s  better  for  Baptists  and  others  to 
understand  the  truth,  even  if  it’s 
not  a  pleasant  truth,  t^  it  is  to  be 
ignorant....  6ar  credibility  ... 
dqtends  on  oof  ability  and  wiDing- 
ness  to  tell  the  truth.” 

Trustees  deah  widi  a  variety  of 
other  matters:  i 

The  board  action  to  hire  a  con¬ 


sulting  firm  began  the  process  of 
studying  the  board’s  organizatiOT 
related  to  its  purpose. 

Trustee  Lawson  Swearingen  of 
Louisiana,  pairing  to  the  recom¬ 
mendation,  said  the  action  was 
“not  intended  to  criticize  anything” 
(about  the  board’s  present  organi¬ 
zation)  but  to  he^  m  board  deter¬ 
mine  “where  we  are,  where  we 
want  to  go,  and  how  to  get  there.” 

Board  dudrman  John  Jackson  of 
California  said  he,  three  other 
trustees  and  four  staff  members 
will  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  exec¬ 
utive  board  in  Birmingham  Jan.  9 
and  at  Shocco  Springs  Baptist 
Assembly  in  Tallc^ga,  Ala.,  Jan. 
10-13.  A  17-member  committee 
studying  how  the  women’s  auxil- 
i^  win  relate  to  aU  Soudiem  Bq>- 
tists,  including  the  new  Coope^ 
tive  Bqjtist  Fellowship,  win  bring 
tecorntnendations  at  the  meeting. 

In  an  unrelated  action,  a  sixaaegy 
subcommittee  of  trustees  and  staff 


agreed  that  the  board’s  overall 
objective  is  positioaing  career  mis- 
sionaries  to  start  churches. 
Acknowledgirtg  the  positive  contri¬ 
bution  volunteers  make,  a 
spokesman  for  the  group  said 
nonetheless  that  members  ^are  in 
total  agreement  we’re  not  moving 
toward  becoming  a  volunteer  orga- 
nizatioo  that  in  any  way  eclipses 
anything  we’ve  done  in  past” 
O’Brien  is  managing  editor  of 
News  and  Informamn  office  for 
FMB. 


13  Southern  Baptist  chaplains 
among  U.S.  troops  in  SomaUa 


By  Sarah! 

ATLANTA  (BP)— At  least  13 
Soathem  Baptist  rruhtary  chaplains 
are  among  mose  assign^  to  relief 
effoits  in  Somalia,  said  Lew  Bur¬ 
nett,  directar  of  militaty  chaplaincy 
for  the  Soathem  Baptist  Hook  Nfis- 
aionBooRL 

Whik  the  chnlainB’  pritruuy  min¬ 
istry  is  to  solmers,  w  focus  on 
homanitatian  aid  rather  than  warfare 
win  change  the  nature  of  the  chq>- 
lains’  task,  Burnett  said. 

Instead  of  the  fear  of  bein^  killed, 
many  military  peraoimel  assigned  to 
Sonudia  are  esuated  about  their  triis- 
sion,  si^  Lew  Dawson,  HMB  asso¬ 
ciate  director  of  military  chaplaincy. 

Yet  seeing  people  die  fitxn  starva¬ 


tion  may  be  more  traumatic  for 
some  soldiers  than  seeing  people 
die  in  warfroe,  Dawson  said. 

In  addition  to  working  with 
troops  on  the  field,  chaplains  wfll 
ntinmer  to  soldiets  retonang  to  the 
United  States  with  hanrsing  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  situation  in  Amalia, 
Dawson  said.  Some  soldiets  wiU 
also  need  help  readjusting  to  the 
lUted  States  where  ftxxl  is  pknti- 
fuL 

Soathem  Bqrtist  chaplains  tn 
endorsed  by  the  Soutiiera  B^>tist 
chaplaincy  commission  but  are 
enlisted  and  assigned  like  other  tpil- 
itaty  petsonneL 

ZfanaMrman  writes  for  HMB, 


crash  in  the  Richmond  area.  The 
Ifilb’  car  skidded  into  the  tear  of  a 
dunup  track  Dec.  10  during  a  tain- 
stmrm.  Mis.  IfiU,  a  passengv  in  the 
car,  received  kin  serious  injuries 
and  was  released  from  the  hd^tal 
after  an  overnight  stay. 

Hill  retired  from  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  staff  in  1975  as 


Singapme-Malaya  missiOT 

A  memorial  service  was  held 
Dec.  14  in  Richmond,  with  btmal 
planned  in  McAlester,  Okla., 
uHbere  their  son,  Eogeite  Benton,  is 
botied.  Besides  his  wife  and  son, 
HiU  is  sorvived  by  foar  brothers, 
thr^  grandsons  and  four  great- 
grandsons. 


Annuity  Board  will  lower 
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Fixed  Fund  target  range 

By  Thooms  E.  MlDsr  Jr. 


FMB’s  Eugene  Hill  dies 


after  wreck  at  age  83 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  Armnity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  atmounced  a  1993 
earnings  taiget  ranre  of  5.75%  to 
6.75%  for  its  Rxed  Fund,  one  of 
four  investment  funds  offered  to 
members. 

A  year  ago  the  Annoity  Board 
annoinxed  a  long-term  restractur- 
ing  of  the  Fixed  Rmd  designed  to 
continue  its  safety,  enhance  its 
competitiveness  and  provide 
increased  diversificatiOT. 

“Whfle  tins  restractuiing  is  con¬ 
tinuing  on  schedule,”  John  R. 
Jones,  senior  vice  president  for 
investmerus  said,  “the  main  reason 
for  a  lower  target  range  is  the  dra¬ 
matic  drop  in  interest  rates  over 
the  last  several  years,  ^th  three- 
year  jumbo  CDs  at  4.25%  and 
^ve-year  CDs  at  5.25%,  no  one 
could  expect  other  coruervative 
investments  to  continoe  die  perfor¬ 
mance  of  die  ‘80s.” 

The  restractuiing  of  the  Hxed 
Ftind,  which  began  in  1991,  will 
graduaUy  replace  insurance  com¬ 
panies  ’  guaranteed  investment 


cootiacts  with  shmt-term  maturity 
investrhenis  over  six  years.  “Since 
die  market  value  of  new  secu¬ 
rities  changes  with  the  general 
levd  of  interest  rates,  accouit  bal¬ 
ances  and  die  return  credited  to  die 
Hxed  Fund  will  vary  some  over 
time,”  Jones  said. 

The  Fixed  Fond  taiget  range  is 
not  guaranteed  but  the  board 
bdki^  there  is  a  Ugfr  probability 
of  pufomumce  widun  tte  range. 

The  crediting  rate  each  inondi 
win  be  die  actual  p^ormance  of 
the  fund,  and  there  win  be  fluctua¬ 
tions  on  a  mondi-by-month  eoqieri- 
ence,”  Jones  said.  In  1992  the 
Fixed  Fund  has  earned  near  the 
upper  end  of  die  73%  to  8.5%  tar¬ 
get  range. 

Members  can  diange  the  fund  or 
funds  to  which  contributions  are 
made  by  notation  on  their  monthly 
tunings  or  by  calling  the  Armuity 
Board’s  toB-free  number,  1-800- 
262-0511. 

Milkr  k  senior  vice  president 
for  public  rclatioru,  Annaity 
Boa^ 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Eugene  L.  HiU,  83,  who  helped 
start  Chinese  Baptist  churches  in 
Virginia  and  Ma^land  after  retir¬ 
ing  from  a  40-year  career  with  the 
POTergn  Mission  Board,  died  Dec. 


head  of  the  department  of  mission¬ 
ary  education.  He  worked  20  years 
on  the  staff  after  serving  20  ye^ 
as  a  missionary.  He  and  Im  wife 
were  missionaries  to  Ctiina  16 
years  and  then  wmked  four  years 


By  Robot  O’Brien 


No  Baptist  Record  Dec.  24 

There  wiU  be  no  Baptist  Record  issue  on  Dec.  24, 1992.  Postal 
regnlatiou  mandate  that  we  poUidi  only  50  times  per  year.  There¬ 
fore,  no  ksaes  are  paUkhed  during  the  weeks  of  Ji^  4  and  Dec.  25. 
Readers  may  oqiect  their  next  ediuOT  on  Dec  31.  Merry  Chrktmasl 


FMB  continues  to  move 
toward  leadership  change 


•.#  • 


state  Baptists  receive  honor 


Governor  Kirk  Fordice  honored  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
ministry  and  several  other  helping  organizations  recenny  with  commenda¬ 
tions.  He  said  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  group  that  by  the  time  he  got  to 
Rankin  County  followiag  a  tornado  touchdown  there,  "the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  was  already  set  up"  and  serving  meals.  Pictured  with 
the  Governor  are  Jim  Didlake  and  Paul  Harrell.  Didlake  is  on  site  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  disaster  relief  work;  Harrell  is  off  site  coordinator  and  director  of 
the  state’s  Brotherhood  Dep^ment  Didlake  is  consultant  in  that  depart¬ 
ment.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 

Student  ministry’s  name, 
affiliation  change  during 


reorganization  of  BSSB 

we  do),”  Jerry  Mcrrinuuii,  diiec- 


NASHVnXE  (BP)  —  The  name 
and  divisional  affiliation  of  the 
student  ministry  orcanization  at 
the  Baptist  Son^y  School  Board 
may  have  changed,  hut  the 
agency’s  commitment  to  student 
work  remains  firm,  state  student 
directors  were  told  at  their  annual 
planning  meeting  Dec.  1-4  in 
Nashville. 

As  part  of  the  cunent  reorgani¬ 
zation  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  the  name  of  the  student 
ministry  department  was  changed 
to  National  Student  Ministry  and  it 
was  placed  as  a  section  under  the 
new  disdpleshq)  and  family  devel¬ 
opment  division. 

Several  state  student  directors 
present  at  the  meeting  expressed 
concern  about  the  new  divisional 
affiliation  and  section  status  for 
the  student  ministry  program. 

*T  don’.t  feel  comfor^le  being 
placed  in  a  position  that  only 
addresses  part  of  our  work.  Disd- 
pleship  is  only  one  part  of  (what 


tor  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board’s  Stndcnt 
Work  Department,  said. 

John  Tadlock,  director  of  the 
Baptist  General  Association  of 
Vi^inia’s  campus  ministry  divi¬ 
sion,  said  the  proUem  stale  student 
directors  face  ”is  the  perception 
that  student  ministry  has  been 
devalued”  by  the  reorgimizatioa 

Several  BSSB  lea^rs  asstired 
the  directors  diat  is  not  the  case, 
including  Gene  Mims,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  for  church  grow^  and  pro¬ 
grams;  Roy  Edgemon,  director  of 
the  di^pleshq)  and  fitmily  devel¬ 
opment  division;  and  National  Stu¬ 
dent  Ministry  Director  Charlie 
Johnson. 

“In  no  sense  do  we  feel  a  dimin- 
ishing  of  (student  ministry) 
wmk....  I  see  it  enhurging,”  Edge- 
moo  said,  adding  his  division  will 
promote  student  ministry  products 
and  services  at  all  of  its  everts  and 
^dal  meetings. 


1992:  Record  niimber  of  students 


involved  in  summer  missions 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  record 
number  of  Souttem  Baptist  col¬ 
lege  students  were  involved  in 
semester  aid  summer  missions  in 
1992,  and  requests  for  student 
help  in  1993  are  elected  to  be 
even  higher,  according  to  reports 
given  Dec.  2  at  the  sute  student 
directofs  meeting  in  Nashville. 

Helen  Wood,  associate  director 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
international  service  department, 
said  246  students  served  as  semes¬ 
ter  and  summer  missionaries  in  30 
foreign  countries  in  1992  —  the 
highest  number  in  the  agency’s 
\  history.  That  number  does  not 
\ 


include  80  students  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  short-term  projects  in 
Russia. 

Wood  also  rqxnted  347  requests 
for  stndenc  summer  missionanes  in 
1993  Iwve  been  received  from  the 
foreign  mission  field,  including 
large  requests  for  help  from  the 
PhUippi^,  Australia,  and  Kaz¬ 
akhs^.  To  date,  only  77  of  the 
re<nests  have  been  fill^  she  said. 

^We’ve  really  bad  a  bumper 
crop  of  requests  this  year.  I’m 
really  bopem  that  we  win  have  a 
lot  of  students  over  the  course  of 
the  next  three  months  that  will 
feel  called  into  summer  missions.” 


■  I  *  ^ 
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Opposition  mounts  against  plan 
to  lift  military  homosexual  ban 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Presi¬ 
dent-elect  Bill  Clinton’s  stated 
intention  to  lift  the  ban  on  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  the  United  States  armed 
services  faces  mounting  resistance 
from  congressional  members  as 
well  as  military,  Christian,  and 
conservative  organizations. 

Recent  events  signaling  an  orga¬ 
nized  effort  to  prevent  a  change  in 
the  Department  of  Defense  policy 
are: 

—  a  heating  before  a  House  of 
Representatives  R^blican  lead¬ 
ership  committee  in  which  wit¬ 
nesses  from  the  military.  Con¬ 
gress,  and  pro-family  groups 
warned  of  the  inqiact  of  inclusion 
of  homosexuals  in  the  armed 
forces. 

—  the  fimnation  of  a  coalition  of 
militaiy,  religious,  and  i^fniily 
organizations  to  oppose  lifting  the 
ban.  The  Coalition  to  Maintain 
Military  Readiness  is  conqx>sed  of 
more  than  40  groups,  induding  the 
Christian  Life  (3ofnmission. 

—  a  nationwide  “Just  Say  No  to 
Homosexuals  in  the  Milita^” 
campaign  promoted  by  Operation 
Rescue  fotmder  Randall  Terry  and 
the  Cliristian  Defense  Coalition. 
The  qionsors  are  expecting  public 
gatherings  in  about  100  cities  Jan. 
8  to  protest  Qinton’s  plan. 

Tte  ban  exists,  a  Department  of 
Defense  rookesman  te^ified  at  the 
hearing,  for  practical  reasons,  not 
because  of  security,  social,  moral, 
or  philosophical  considerations. 

Unlike  civilians,  members  of  the 
armed  services  “cannot  separate 
their 
lives 
assist 

ment  of  Defense  fm  force  manage¬ 
ment  and  personnel.  Members  of 
the  military  have  sacrificed  their 
right  to  privacy,  Jehn  said,  and 
therefore  “endure  long  periods  of 
forced  intimacy  with  their  col- 
leaguM.” 

S^or  militaj^  leaders  consistent¬ 
ly  have  determined  the  indusioo  of 


professional  and  personal 
,  said  Christopher  Jehn, 
ant  secretary  in  the  Depart- 


By  Tom  Strode 

rsons  practicing  homosexual 
havior  is  “prejudicial  to  good 
order  and  discipliM,”  Jehn  said. 

There  is  “no  military  benefit”  in 
lifting  the  ban,  said  Ronald  Ray, 
who  served  32  years  in  the  Marine 
Corps  and  recently  was  on  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush’s  commission  on 
wmnen  in  combat. 

The  military’s  purpose  is  “not  to 
serve  as  a  laboratory  for  social 
engineering,”  Jackson  said.  “It  is 
tKH  a  right,  as  some  proponents  of 
lifting  tte  cunent  ban  contend.  If  it 
were  a  right,  then  the  military 


would  not  decline  to  accept  the 
services  of  those  who  fail  to  quali¬ 
fy  physically  or  mentally  or  those 
wifo  crimind  records  or  those  with 
histories  of  illegal  drug  abuse.” 

“The  Ufting  Of  this  ban  is  a  mili¬ 
tant  ideological  push  to  forego 
everything  else  and  force  accep¬ 
tance  by  the  larger  society,”  said 
Nancy  Schaefer,  president  of  Fam¬ 
ily  Concerns  Inc.,  a  pro-family 
organization  based  in  Atlarrta. 

Strode  is  director  of  media  & 
news  information,  Washington 
office,  CLC. 


Somalia  intervention  may 
free  flow  of  Baptist  aid 


MOGADISHU,  Somalia  (BP)  — 
If  successfol,  the  U.S.-led  military 
intervention  in  Somalia  wiU  help 
Southern  Baptists  spend  a  lot  of 
money. 

If  the  Marines  free  food  distribu¬ 
tion  and  rehabiKtarioo  programs  in 
Somalia  fiom  disniption  armed 
gangs,  the  $1.4  milhon  in  rdief  aid 
sera  by  the  Fmeign  Mission  Board 
will  get  qient  as  fast  as  prudently 
possible,  board  (^Bdals  say. 

The  Fmeign  Mission  Board  has 
appropriated  $1.25  million  for 
hunger  relief  and  $9S,(XX)  for  reset- 
tlraient  work  to  get  rural  Somali 
peofde  who’ve  fled  to  the  capital  of 
Mogadishu  back  to  their  home  areas 
and  self-supporting  once  again. 
Another  $11S,(X)0  bm  been  allocat¬ 
ed  for  aiding  Somali  refugees  in 


nei^iboriag  Kenya  and  YemetL 

Relief  agencies  separate  from  the 
mission  bmod  are  acmiinistering  the 
aid  in  Somalia  because  of  staunch 
resistance  to  allowing  Christian 
evangelical  groups  to  function  in 
the  MnsUm  country.  Southern  B^ 
tist  aid  workers  have  eperated  for 
short  terms  in  Somalia  in  recent 
months,  however,  including  two 
who  are  there  now. 

Ten  Southern  Btptist  aid  workers 
have  worked  inside  and  outside 
Somalia  delivering  relief  supplies, 
reported  John  FauUmer  at  the  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board’s  Dec  9  trustee 
meeting  in  Richmond,  Va.  Faulkn¬ 
er,  who  lives  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  is 
the  area  director  for  the  board’s 
missioo  work  in  eastern  and  south¬ 
ern  Africa. 


Sylvarena  tornado  damage 

The  Nov.  27  tornado  which  struck  the  Sylvarena  Church  in  Smith 
Association  left  the  sanctuary  completely  deirtroyed,  arxl  only  a  shell  of 
an  education  building  still  standing.  Tbe  gymnasium  looked  like  “a 
wadded  up  piece  of  piper,”  according  to  Abut  Bailie  pastor.  The  pas- 
tm’s  home  arxl  most  of  its  furnishings  were  also  dertroyed.  Though 
most  of  the  structures  were  covered  by  insurance,  their  furnishings 
were  a  comfdete  loss. 


Court  refuses  abortion  cases, 
leaves  Casey  decision  in  control 

By  Tom  Strode 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
Supreme  Court’s  recent  refusal  to 
hear  two  abmtion  cases  signaled 
iruction  rather  than  reinforcement 
of  its  crucial  dedsioo  in  Plarmed 
Parenthood  v.  Casey  earlier  this 
year,  a  Southern  Baptist  lawyer 
said 

The  court  announced  Dec.  7  it 
would  not  hear  an  appeal  of  a 
lower  court  dedsioo  upookling  a 
Mississippi  law  requiring  a  24- 
hour  waiting  period  and  informed 
cooserrt  for  women  seeking  abor¬ 
tions. 

A  week  before,  the  court  had 
announced  in  a  6-3  vote  h  would 
not  accept  the  appeal  of  a  ruling 
striking  wwn  a  Uuam  statute  pro¬ 
hibiting  most  abortions.  Four  votes 
are  required  for  the  court  to  hear  a 
case. 


“The  legal  efifea  of  a  refusal  to 
hear  an  rqipeal  is  much  different 
from  an  affirmance  of  the  lower 
court,”  said  Michael  Whitehead, 
the  CSiristian  Life  Commission’s 
general  counsel  “These  cases  do 
not  amount  to  legal  precedent 
upholding  the  decisions  of  the 
lower  courts.  A  denial  of  the 
q)peal  is  metdy  a  dedsioo  to  take 
no  further  action  on  the  case. 

“Casey  is  left  as  the  controlling 
precedent  The  court  is  likely  to 
continde  to  avoid  the  abortion  con¬ 
troversy  for  a  while,  letting  Casey 
peredale  through  the  lower  courts 
and  legislatores.” 

The  court’s  June  opiiuon  in 
Casey  upheld  restrictions  adopted 
by  Pent^lvarua,  wtuefa  induded 
parental  consent  for  minors, 
informed  consent  and  a  24-hour 


waiting  period,  but  it  reaffirmed  as 
law  the  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  ded- 
sion  declaring  abortion  a  woman’s 
right 

The  Mississippi  law  is  neariy 
identical  to  the  Pennsylvania 
statute’s  sections  on  a  waiting 
period  and  informed  conseik.  The 
Kfiasiasippi  Informed  Consent  to 
Abortion  Act  requires  a  woman  to 
reedve  from  a  pnysicusi  or  ptiysi- 
cian’s  agent  information  on  the 
medical  risks  of  abortion,  risks  of 
childbirth,  gestational  age  of  the 
unborn  child,  and  services  avail¬ 
able  if  she  chooses  not  to  abort. 
The  requiremeirts  are  waived  if  the 
physician  determines  a  medical 
emergency  exists. 

Strode  is  director  of  saedia  ft 
news  information,  Washington 
office,  CLC. 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Defends  Ward 

Editor. 

As  I  read  the  latest  copy  of  the 
Baptist  Record  I  ran  across  a  let¬ 
ter  that  was  sent  in  by  a  reader 
questioning  the  teachings  and  the¬ 
ology  of  Wayne  Ward.  I  know 
Wa^.  I  studied  under  him  on  three 
different  occasions.  I  have  laughed 
with  him,  cried  with  him,  and 
[vayed  with  him. 

Wayne  Ward  is  without  question 
one  of  the  most  loved  and  honored 
professors  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  There  is  no 
one  who  is  more  sinooe  and  lov¬ 
ing  than  Ward.  You  might  be 
interested  to  know  that,  just  hours 
before  Ward  spoke  at  tbie  conven¬ 
tion,  he  also  addressed  a  group  of 
alumni  at  the  Southern  Seminary 
luncheon.  Ward  spoke  graciously 
about  the  changes  within  the 
denomination  and  particularly  the 
ones  at  Southern  Seminary.  He 
said,  “Some  of  us  needed  to  come 
back  into  the  fold  because  we  had 
drifted  too  far.”  That  statement 
reflects  the  type  of  cooperation 
and  integrity  t^  has  been  missing 
in  our  denomination  for  a  long 
time.  By  the  way,  after  studying 
under  Ward,  I  fouiKl  him  to  as 
mainstreamed  as  any  Southern 
Baptist  I  know. 

in  the  future  please  refrain  from 
casting  judgement  on  professors 
that  you  have  never  studied  under, 
and  seminars  you  have  never 
attended.  This  is  precisely  the  type 
of  careless  slander  that  1^  cau^ 
the  current  division  within  our 
denomination. 

Bill  Hurt,  pastor 

HrstChurdi 

Canton 


Elder  responds 

Editor. 

My  views  in  this  letter  ate  intend¬ 
ed  to  re^nd  to  recent  events  and 
publiidied  rq)oits  about  Keith  Paiks, 
the  Cooperative  Bqttist  Fdlowshq>, 
and  our  Lo^  Moon  Mission  Offer¬ 
ing.  Hopefully,  we  can  all  pull  our¬ 
selves  to^thn  on  the  basis  of  bibli¬ 
cal  teadiings,  Bap^  heritage,  and 
the  Great  Conunissioa. 

First,  as  a  Southern  Baptist,  I 
have  an  unctimished  loyalty  to  all 
our  great  missionaries  on  the  field, 
and  would  appeal  that  through 
them  we  all  “delate  hope”  by  our 
prayers  and  generous  gifts  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Offering.  This  is  our 
holy  oUigation  in  this  “Holy  Sea¬ 
son.” 

Second,  how  very  grateful  I  am 
to  the  Lord  for  the  mlegiity,  effec¬ 
tiveness,  and  dedication  of  Keith 
Parks  in  his  39  years  of  missionary 
service,  including  13  yeats  as  our 
Foreign  Mission  Board  president; 
my  confidence  in  this  brother  has 
only  deepened  in  the  recent 
months. 

Thitd,  the  FMB  trustees  had  the 
authority  and  opportunity  to  affirm 
Parks’  continued  service  as  presi¬ 
dent,  and,  failing  to  do  so  they  are 
now  accounUble  to  Southern  B^ 
tists  for  any  uncertiun  condition 
and  direction  of  our  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  work. 


Fourth,  consequently.  Parks  has 
both  die  freedom  and  re^ioosibili- 
ty  to  pursue  his  life-long  calling  as 
a  missionary  under  the  lordship  of 
Christ  alone  and  just  as  would  any 
other  Southern  Baptist,  with  our 
hand  of  fellowship  and  “God- 
^leed.” 

Fifth,  Southern  Baptist  men, 
women,  and  churches  have  the 
ri|dit  and  freedom  to  organize  into 
a  missionary  effort  such  as  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship, 
and  support  it  with  their  contribu¬ 
tions  ai^  time.  Such  supporters 
have  been  and  are  now  grassroots, 
mainstream.  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
sicMiary  supporters  eiqHe^ing  their 
own  “grerttest  integrity.” 

Su^,  what  the  denomination 
needs  now  is  not  more  divisive 
rhetoric,  but  leaders  who  accept 
that  we  are  all  free,  Bible-believ- 
ing  Baptists  under  the  lordship  of 
Ch^  alone.  We  need  to  earn  each 
other’s  trust  by  servant  leadership, 
and  reach  our  arms  around  the 
whole  family.  That’s  integrity  at 
its  best! 

Lloyd' Oder 
Former  president 
BSSB 


Needs  volunteers 

Editor. 

I  am  a  Southern  Bsqitist  mission¬ 
ary  with  the  FMB,  serving  in  Hon- 
dwras.  Central  America.  I  believe 
tlua  evangelism  is  the  heart  of  mis¬ 
sions  and  have  a  desire  to  win 
souls  and  to  start  missions  and 
churches.  If  you  are  a  pastor, 
preacher,  or  evangelist  of  like 
mind,  I  need  your  help! 

The  need  is  for  preachers  to 
come  to  Honduras  for  preaching 
crusades  and  to  live  in  communi¬ 
ties  with  interpreters  and  “bond” 
with  the  peofde  as  you  teach,  wit¬ 
ness,  and  preach  for  an  entire 
week. 

If  you  are  interested  in  partici¬ 
pating  in  such  a  crusade,  please 
write  to  me.  We  have  a  crusade 
scheduled  for  Dec.  6-12, 1993,  and 
others  are  in  the  making.  It  is 
urgent  that  I  learn  of  your  interest 
as  soon  as  possible  as  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  planning  in-volved. 
David  ShofMr 
Apaitado  373 
San  Pedro  Sola 
Hondur^,  C.  A. 


Commends  Fordice 

Editor  ” 

The  Cold  Spring^  Church  in 
CoDins  has  sent  a  message  to  Gov¬ 
ernor  Kirk  Fordice.  It  read; 

“Thank  you  for  your  willingness 
to  speak  your  convictions  before 
the  Governors’  Conference  in 


sneered  at  and  ridiculed  with 
inmunity. 

^We  agree  with  vou  that  the 
downward  spiral  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  definitely 


connected  to  her  refusal  to  recog¬ 
nize  Jesus  as  the  Savior  of 
mankincL 

“When  we  proclaim  tiie  name  of 
the  One  who  Isaiah  so  ably  proph¬ 
esied,  we  can  expect  co^emna- 
tion  firom  the  world.  But  we  can  be 
comforted  in  the  knowledge  that 
our  priorities  are  where  they 
belong  (Acts  5:29). 

‘We  pray  that  you  will  always  fol¬ 
low  the  convictions  of  your  he^” 
Cold  Springs  Church 
Collins 


Supports  two  offerings 

Editor 

These  are  painful  days  for  all 
Southern  Baptists,  regardless  of 
their  different  per^ectives.  I  have 
been  a  Soudiem  Biqitist  pastor  fev 
38  years,  and  I  never  dreamed  I 
would  be  promoting  a  Christmas 
Offering  for  Missions  in  the 
church  I  serve;  that  it  would  be 
divided  equally  between  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  and  the 
Global  Missions  Offering  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship. 
But  that  is  what  I  am  doing  with  a 
clear  conscience. 

For  you  see,  we  do  in  fact  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  the  thousaiKls  of 
missionaries  that  we  helped  to 
send  at  a  time  when  many,  who 
have  now  become  the  chief 
defenders  of  the  Coopersaive  Pio- 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (BP)  —  Faced 
with  urban  flight  in  an  inner-dty 
neighborhood.  Highland  Church 
was  in  trouble. 

“By  all  intents  and  purposes,  we 
should  have  given  up  tbie  ghost  a 
long  time  ago,”  says  Cliff  Shipp, 
Ifighland  pastev. 

The  nei^borhood  was  in  transi¬ 
tion,  crime  eventually  forced  mem¬ 
bers  to  abandon  Suiiday  night  ser¬ 
vices  and  members  who  moved  to 
the  suburbs  quit  making  the  long 
drive  back  to  church. 

But  HigUand  is  one  of  several 
churches  using  unique  ministries  to 
defy  their  surroundings  arxl  grow  or 
remain  stable  de^ite  a  shrinking 
population  base. 

Instead  of  closing  its  doors,  the 
congregation  aggressively  started 
something  not  offered  anywhere 
else:  a  ministry  for  metMally  handi- 
cjqjped  adults  that  included  Sunday 
School,  a  music  program,  and 
career  hdp. 


durefa  a  sense  of  idenhty  and  pur¬ 
pose,  he  says. 

“It  gave  our  people  a  sense  of  sta¬ 
bility.  Instead  of  seeing  themselves 
as  a  declining  church  with  every¬ 
body  moving  off,  they  had  a  sense 


gram  and  Lottie  Moon,  were  giv¬ 
ing  littie  or  nothong. 

But  we  also  sui^xnt  those  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  can  no  longer  work 
for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
and  we  suf^rt  die  work  which  the 
board  has  decided  it  can  no  longer 
support.  We  make  our  choice 
freely,  with  no  judgment  nor  ill 
will  toward  those  who  choose  to 
give  all  of  their  mission  money 
through  die  SBC  or  the  CBF. 

Please,  let  us  work  together  as 
best  we  can  in  conscience.  And 
let’s  be  done  with  talk  about  who 
needs  to  leave! 

—  Dick  Allison,  pastor 
University  Ctmrch 
Hattiesburg 


God's  Word  absolute 

Editev: 

It  was  good  to  see  someone  in 
authority  advise  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  what  they 
should  do.  I  refer  to  the  article 
quoting  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  Prudent  Morris  Chapman  in 
an  interview. 

I  have  followed  this  group,  and 
have  seen  how  they  have  continu¬ 
ally  ridiculed  the  leaders  of  the 
SBC,  who  are  staunch  giants  in  the 
faith;  who  are  remaining  faithful  to 
the  true  gospel,  regardless  of  the 
cost  They  have  referred  to  them  as 
“fundamentalists,”  among  other 


By  David  Winfrey 

of  ‘This  is  why  God  wants  os 
here,’”  he  says.  “For  a  small 
diun^  I  think  we’re  doing  fantas¬ 
tic.” 

The  use  of  such  “signature”  min¬ 
istries  can  strengthen  small  diurdi- 
es  in  shrinking  towns,  in  dianging 
communities,  or  in -the  shadow  of  a 
“mega-church,”  says  Gary  Fariey, 
director  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board’s  Town  and  Country  Mis¬ 
sions  Department 

Near  Columbia,  Mo.,  Nashville 
Church  has  usmI  its  rut^  roots  as 
an  opportunity  to  reach  into  the 
community  wiA  goq)el  music  con¬ 
certs. 

For  about  two  years,  the  church 
band  has  played  such  songs  as  “I 
Saw  the  Light”  and  “Lifers  Rail¬ 
way  to  Heaven”  at  dvic  fairs  and 
othin  dandies. 

“It’s  a  good  witness,”  says  Kevin 
Collins,  Nashville  B^itist’s  pastm. 
“Not  only  the  words  to  the  song, 
but  just  the  fiait  that  we  care  tdxxut 
our  community  atal  we’re  there  to 
take  part  in  something  like  that” 

In  the  process,  muadans  and  odi- 
ers  who  enjoy  the  band’s  music 
have  joined  the  church,  he  si^s. 
More  importantly,  he  adds,  “It’s 
just  given  os  a  litde  sense  of  identi¬ 
ty” 

Farley  agrees,  noting  churches 
wiUi  sig^utuie  ministry  often  draw 
people  from  farther  than  they 


things.  That’s  a  compliment.  The 
word  denotes  “root,  foundation, 
basis  of  truth,”  etc.  Thanks  be  unto 
God  for  men  who  held  firm  in 
these  truths  down  through  the 
ages,  otherwise  I  might  not  have 
been  able  to  hear  the  Truth  and 
have  new  life  in  Christ 

My  heart  goes  out  to  these  peo- 
[rfe  who  have  a  problem  believing 
part  of  God’s  Word.  Sure,  there 
may  be  errors  in  translation,  but 
that  does  not  change  the  meaning 
of  it.  God  made  it  clear  that  his 
Word  would  stand  forever.  The 
Bible  is  a  spiritual  book,  and  can 
only  be  understood  through  the 
direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our 
hearts.  There  are  no  gray  areas  in 
Chrisdanity,  only  absolutes.  Either 
you  believe,  or  you  don’t.  We 
either  “gather  for  him,  or  scatter 
abroad.” 

“They  went  out  from  us,  because 
they  were  not  of  us,  for  if  they  had 
been  of  us,  they  would  have  no 
doubt  continued  with  us.”  These 
people  need  to  acknowledge  that 
they  can’t  have  fellowship  with 
someone  with  differing  beliefs, 
strike  out  on  their  own,  mi  if  they 
are  in  God’s  will,  he  will  provide 
their  needs  and  they  won’t  have  to 
rely  on  the  SBC  for  fimding.  That 
is  part  of  God’s  covenant  to  his 
chffdren. 


would  wife  normalprograms. 

“They’ll  drive  30  imJes  to  work. 
They’ll  drive  nearly  as  far  to  a 
church  that  is  doing  something 
th^’re  interested  in,”  he  says.  Far¬ 
ley  cites  a  lumber  of  unique  min¬ 
istries.  Several  churches,  he  says, 
cater  to  nearby  resort  and  camping 
areas.  A  Nevada  church  wife  many 
members  involved  in  the  rodeo  cir¬ 
cuit  has  trained  those  people  to  lead 
Bible  studies  while  on  the  toad. 

“There  ate  all  kinds  of  ministries 
they  can  do,”  he  adds.  “Part  of  it’s 
going  to  be  understanding  what  the 
needs  ate  in  your  mile  circle  and 
die  other  part  of  it  is  understanding 
what  Idtxl  of  leadetsh^  God’s  gift¬ 
ed  you  wife.” 

^^Infbey  writes  for  HMB. 

Collins  physician 
dies  unexpectedly 

Charles  C.  Tyler,  63,  longtime 
medical  doctor  in  Collins,  died 
Friday  evening  at  his  home  from 
heart  frtilute.  Tyler’s  wife  Joan  is 
president  of  Mississippi’s 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union. 

Tyler  was  a  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  a  deacon  at 
Collins  Church.  Along  with  his 
wife,  he  is  survived  by  two  chil¬ 
dren  and  three  granddaughters. 


Wisconsin  last  week.  In  this  day  of 

ritical  correctness,’  not  many 
to  prick  the  conscience  of  the 
public. 

“It  seems  that  Christianity  is  the 
only  religion  which  can  safely  be 


“We  realized  we  bad  to  come  up 
with  something  that  gave  us  a  rea¬ 
son  to  be,”  Sh^  says. 

Despite  the  ctumging  environ¬ 
ment,  me  new  ministty  offered  the 


Elizabefe  Bollinger 
Lambert 


‘‘Signature”  ministry  gives 
new  life  to  Jackson  church 


Tennessee  church  dedicates  room  to  missionary  Bill  Wallace 


KNOXVILLfi,  T^on.  (BP)  —  A  Baptist  Hospital  in  Wodiow.  oomimt  snicide.  Wallace’s  fdoids,  many  of  whom  comjdeied  last  year,  presents  a  pic- 

KnoKviDe,  Teiii^  chordi  is  extend-  wHde  (b^  he  dealt  with  raakn-  The  Christian  martyr’s  remains  ste  later  interviewed.  mw  nf  rhtna  ttv>  tiiw.  w^. 

ing  the  memoiy  of  fimed  Southern  tiitioD,  poverty,  cfaiden  epidemics,  were  retnmed  to  his  home  state  in  Powell’s  research  took  her  across  lace  served  before  communist  rule. 

Bapto  medical  missionary  William  malaria,  lack  of  running  water,  a  1983.  He  is  buried  in  Knoxville  dre  United  States  and  to  Wochow,  The  oriental  design  includes  curio 

L.  ^iU”  WaHace  who  was  killed  in  Caolty  generator,  and  bombings  by  beside  his  parents.  Phina  She  qtent  two  weeks  at  the  cabinets  from  Taiwan,  Pddng  rugs, 

Chioa  in  1931.  die  Japanese.  Ifis  areas  oi  eiyertise  The  idea  for  The  Bill  Wallace  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Rich-  a  Chinese  screen,  miental  bendies, 

Wallace  Memorial  Church,  indooed  surgery,  constructing  ard-  Room  was  bom  seven  years  ago  mood,  Va.,  during  which  time  she  and  an  oriental  game  table  and 

founded  in  1933,  was  named  in  fidal  limbs,  and  repairing  the  faulty  when  WaUace  Memorial  Chur^  mtiwvt  widi  Eugene  Hill,  who  was  a  rhaira 

honor  of  Wallace.  Thirty-nine  years  generator.  Pastor  James  McOuskey  realized  missionary  professor  in  Canton  and  Slides,  video  and  cassette  upes, 

later,  members  and  friends  of  the  When  the  communists  took  coo-  very  little  was  known  about  the  close  friend  of  Wallace.  She  later  interview  transcripts,  articles,  let- 

churdi  met  agam  to  remember  Wal-  trol  of  Wucbow  in  1949,  Wallace  doctor  for  whom  Wallace  Memorial  visited  Lucy  Wri^  Parker,  a  nirse  ters,  memorabilia,  and  photographs 

lace  by  dedic^ng  The  Bill  Wallace  hoped  to  coexist  with  them  if  he  Church  was  named.  He  also  real-  for  WaOace,  in  St  Petersburg,  Fla.,  are  available;  as  well  as  books 

Room,  a  room  that  serves  as  a  provided  medical  h^  to  foe  com-  ized  people  from  foe  generation  for  ten  days.  regarding  Wallace,  the  history  of 

museumAesearch  center  of  infinma-  muUity.  However,  communist  (^-  who  Imew  Wallace  wme  still  aHve,  Powell  also  coixiucted  an  inter-  foe  time  period,  a^  missionaries 

tioo  about  his  life  and  ministiy.  ceis  eventually  arrested  WaDaoe  as  but  getting  older.  view  with  Cornelia  Leavell  in  comected  to  Wallace. 

Wallace,  who  was  called  to  be  a  an  American  spy.  They  later  Ife  approached  retired  librarian  Mississippi.  Leavell  was  bom  in  Many  of  the  items  dis- 

medical  missionary  at  age  17,  left  claimed  he  hang^  himself  in  his  Jane  Pou^  who  was  leoendy  wid-  Wuchow,  and  her  father,  George  played  were  rfnnatiiH  to  the  dutch 

for  South  China  in  September  1933,  celL  Two  Cafoolicmiests  who  were  owed,  to  gate  and  organize  all  the  Leavell,  sipervised  foe  constructioo  by  Hayes.  Her  cdlection  iiuhides  a 

to  answer  his  call  at  &outNfemotial  later  released  said  Wallaoe  did  not  infmmation  she  could  about  Wal-  of  Stout  Memorial  Bptist  Hospital,  set  of  handcarved  enperor’s  horses 

lace.  “One  lead  led  to  another,  and  one  and  decorative  pieces  of  ivory  and 

_ _  -  when  she  began  she  interview  led  to  someone  else,”  cloisonne.  Other  artifacts  were 

I  bad  no  idea  where  to  Start,  but  foe  Powell  said.  She  eventually  inter-  doniued  by  Leavell  »d  Parte. 

I  project  mushroomed  after  she  viewed  Mary  Lucille  Saunders;  The  Bill  Wallace  Room  even  has 

■  {^Ik^  with  Wallace’s  sister,  Ruth  Mildred  Lovegien;  Carter  Morgan;  a  hammer  diplayed.  Wallace  gave 

_  1 1  Lynn  Ste^^of  Knoxville.  and  Eloise  Cauthen,  wife  of  Baker  foe  hammer  to  his  friend  Frank 

Woodward  after  Woodward’s  bam- 


Althou^  Wallace  wrote  letters  to  James  Cauthen,  alj  missionaries 
to  sister,  he  did  not mfwma-  during  Wallace’s  tone.  mer  was  stolen  by  the  Japanese, 

tion  about  his  work.  Even  when  he  Another  interview  occurred  in  Woodward  felt  it  should  be  dis- 
was  home  on  ^o  furloughs,  he  pie-  Saulsbury,  Md.,  with  Everley  played  in  foe  room  dedicated  to 
ferred  to  visit  his  family  and  be  Hr^es,  Wallace’s  surgical  muse  and  WaBaoe. 

ipdated  on  their  activities,  and  con-  diiectm  of  the  sdiool  of  nursing  in  McQuskey’s  foresight  in  gather- 
tinae  his  medical  training.  Wuchow  from  1947-1931.  ing  information  about  Wallace 

However,  ^gall  saved  every  let-  Although  not  imprisoned,  Hayes  while  peofrfe  were  alive  who  knew 
ter,  card,  article,  and  mem^o  she  was  plai^  under  house  arrest  after  him  was  well-timed.  Several  peofrie 
received  from  and  regarding  her  Wallaoe  was  lolled.  Also  a  mission-  Powell  interviewed  have  since 
brother.  She  offered  to  let  Powell  ary,  Hayes  later  served  in  fodonesia,  either  di^  or  are  now  seriously  ill. 
cepy  each  item.  Powell  set  up  the  a  plan  she  and  Wallace  had  dis-  Those  who  have  died  include  Park- 
church  copier  on  Stegall’s  dining  ciBsed  when  it  tppeared  they  would  er  and  Woodward.  Hayes  now  lives 
room  table,  and  worked  for  two  have  to  leave  Ctn^  in  a  nursing  home, 

days.  The  Bill  Wallaoe  Room,  pecially  Umstead  is  news  assistant  for 

“We  didn’t  know  then  what  we  designed  for  Wallace  Memorial  Tennessee  BAPTIST  AND 
were  copving,  but  we  realized  that  Church’s  new  facilities  which  were  REFLECTOR, 
was  the  begrrming,”  Powell  said. 

the  material,  she  h^  Jail  time  makes  impression 

on  22  boys  from  local  chiu'ch 

EUBAh^  Ky.  ^P)  —  After  a  experience,”  McKinney  sakL 
SLV 61^  sobering  nig^  behind  prison  bars.  The  prison  held  open  house  Nov. 

Royal  Ambassadors  ^m  Bethel  13  for  interested  citizens  in  the 
Church  in  Eubank,  Ky.,  decided  community  to  tour  the  facility, 
re  you.”  the  new  prison  in  Manchester,  Ky.,  But,  McKinney  said.  Bethel’s  RAs 

bdmtifhl  card  with  a  note  from  a  is  a  nice  place  to  visit  but  they  were  the  oidy  group  to  reouest  per- 
ell  me  how  she  feels  about  a  litde  wouldn’t  want  to  live  there.  mission  to  stay  ovemignt  in  the 

that  is  a  rose  garden  and  the  sweet  Voluntarily  trading  in  a  free  Fri-  prison  cells. 

day  evening  for  bailiffs,  shack-  Ricky  Farmer,  a  14-year-old 
I  Sunday  Scho^  class  paipr;  walk-  les  and  8-by-13-foot  cdUs,  22  RAs  who  “has  been  in  RAs  ever  since  I 

urch  and  seeing  a  family  from  and  11  adults  got  a  taste  of  prison  can  remember,”  said  having  the 

country,  and  making  them  my  life  during  an  overnight  visit  to  the  doors  locked  wasn’t  “too  scary” 

.  Christmas  is  every  Sunday,  every  newly-completed  P^eral  Cortec-  for  him.  But  be  did  admit  be  was 

XI,  every  reponse  of  an  open  heart  dons  Institute  Nov.  13-14.  Rocky  relieved  when  they  were  opened 

pting  your  Son  as  Savior.  Farmer,  one  of  foe  RA  leaden  at  again. 

m  parades,  the  music,  foe  candy.  Bethel  Bptist  and  an  emf^oyee  at  After  a  walking  tour  of  the  facili- 
;  decorations,  make  it  all  so  fes-  foe  prison,  suggested  the  trip  as  a  ties  Saturday  morning,  the  group 

re.  But  Christmas  is  every  day  in  positive  learaeng  experience  for  concluded  its  visit  with  a  devo- 

e  love  of  friends  and  fellowship  of  his  group.  Pastor  Jim  McKinney  tional  thooghl  about  choices, 

visdans.  quickly  added  his  afifrrraadon.  “We  talked  about  the  cost  of 

Thank  you.  Father,  ftx  yom  pro-  .  “Federal  prisoas  don’t  open  that  wrong  cboioes  and  focused  on  frc- 
xis  Son  who  makes  our  Qiristmas  often,  and  this  was  an  opportumty  ing  cboioes  as  responsible  people,” 

and  all  our  wonderful  daily  bless-  for  a  once-in-a- lifetime  learning  McKinney  said, 

ings,  an  year  loi^l  The  most  pre- 

cious  is  a  friend  who  u^iks  Baptism  total  exDected  to  decrease 

>  down  foe  aisle  of  our  church  ^  ^ 

A  accepted  salt  LAKE  CITY  (BP)  —  After  four  years  of  increases,  baptisms  in 

U/U  K  Southern  Bipdst  churches  are  expecred  to  be  down  5%  for  the  1991-92 

WV  I  waitt  to  be  baptfoed  and  hve  church  year/ 

rqxxt,  based  on  infoimatioo  from  state  conventions,  was  present- 
itM  IS  tjniismMi  ^  during  foe  winter  meeting  of  state  evangelism  directors. 

^  CTuistrnto  IS  the  lov^e  stare  Qjy  pnee,  director  of  foe  Home  Mission  Board  Program  Research 

Dep**^n«**  estimated  baptisms  in  1992  wift  total  377,000,  down  from 
of  buyi^  expensive^  ire  don  t  39^  199I  ^^00^^  the  estimate  is  less  than  the  1991  total,  it  is  the 

mace.  I  do  enjoy  Christmas  and  thhd-highest  total  in  foe  last  nine  years.  Price  said. 

convention  iqxxted  its  highest  number  of  bmtisms  in  1972  with 
member  of  Calvary  Church,  445,725,  The  average  number  ofanoual  tauxisms  from  1930  to  1991  is 

383,036. 


Jant  PowtII,  left,  librarian  at  Wallace  Memorial  Church  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  stands  James  McCluskey,  pastor,  in  The  Bill  Wallace  Room. 
The  church  was  founded  in  >1953,  and  began  plans  for  The  Bill  Wallace 
Room  seven  years  ago.  The  memorial  room  was  completed  last  year. 


Devotional, 


gift  comes  peace,  joy,  and  much  hap¬ 
piness  each  day  as  my  husbaixl  uys, 
“Darling,  I  love  you.”  This  is  Christ¬ 
mas.  I 

Christmas  is  walking  into  church  J 
and  bearing  a  young  person  say  to  | 
me,  “Mrs.  Geiger,  I  haven’t  had  | 
my  bug  today.”  Christmas  is  vis-  I 
idng  a  young  mother  whose  baby  I 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWUHams 


Christmas  Day  in  Jerusalem 


Where  was  I?  A  blue  and  white  the  maiketplace  in  the  Old  City  hnahanH  ih  a  shop  next  dooi  to  the 
ceramic  flower  set  into  the  bed’s  and  down  the  Via  Dolorosa.  A  hotel,  I  bought  an  olivewood 
headboard?  Oh,  yes.  The  National  b^  emerged  from  a  flock  of  beg-  manger  scene  for  Mama,  and  a 
Palace  Hotel  in  Jerusalem.  If  I  ging  children  and  said  that  "fw  a  pearl  formy  sister, 

were  home,  it  would  be  time  to  certain  coin  he’d  guide  us  to  the  Since  Rudi  was  my  "substitute 
get  up  and  unwn^  the  gifts  under  Wailing  Wall.  He  led  us  through  ftunily”  this  holiday,  I  wanted  to 
the  tree  I  For  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  I  was  away  from  my  family 
on  Christmas  Day. 

Not  much  hot  water.  No  matter. 

Maybe  a  cold 
shower  would 
wake  me.  From 
Room  lOS,  my 
roommate,  Ruth 
Richardson,  and  I 
walked  down  the 
white  marble  steps 
and  past  the  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  in  the 
lobby. 

After  breakfast, 
we  paid  hi  visit  to 
the  Garden  Tomb. 

Around  the  open 
door  of  the  empty 
tomb,  grasses  had 
sprouted  from 
crevices  in  the 
stone  wall.  Behind 
us,  geraniums  blos¬ 
somed  despite  the 
cold,  in  bright  con¬ 
trast  to  the  green  of 
pines  and  cypress. 

To  our  right  and 
higher,  loomed 


Mississippi  missionaries  in  Brazii 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  South  Brazil  Mission  was  held  in  Aguas  de 
Sao  Pedro,  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  in  July.  The  event  is  a  gathering  of  mission¬ 
aries  with  Mississippi  ties  who  serve  in  South  Brazil.  Those  who  attended 
were;  Gordon  and  Dot  Shamburgen  John,  Kathy,  and  Michelle  Vaughn; 
Phil,  Laura,  and  Summers  Dunaway;  Tony,  Karen,  Hannah,  and  KaW  Gray; 
Ronnie  Erwin;  Barbara  and  Bill  Moseley;  Gene  Wilson;  Bob  and  Betty 
Gabriel;  Roger  and  Penny  Stacy;  Tom  and  Bonnie  Hearon;  Bill  hnd  Carolyn 
Smith;  and  Dot  Lott.  Not  pictured  are  Bob  Erwin  and  Angie  Wilson. 


Jerusalem, 


Bethlehem 


The  Prayer  Ministry: 

If  you  hadn’t  prayed. . . 

By  diaries  Whitten 

I  stood  oo  the  grounds  of  the  Indiana  Baptist  Camp.  It  was  foUowing 
a  message  on  salvation  and  life  dedication  that  I  had  given  the  nij^t 
before.  GAs  and  Acteens  were  milling  around  during  their  free  time. 
Suddenly  I  became  aware  of  a  nine-year-old  GA,  Kelli,  who  had 
slimied  her  arm  around  my  waist  and  said  softly,  "If  you  hadn’t  come. 
I’d  be  lost” 

That  set  me  to  thinking:  If  many  pet^le  hadn’t  prayed,  I  wouldn’t 
have  been  there  to  tell  Kefii  that  God  doesn’t  want  her  or  anybody  else 
in  die  wodd  to  be  lost  t 

I  thou^t  of  my  mother,  who  prayed  before  I  was  bom  that  I  would 
do  God’s  wilL  I  thouj^t  of  lovmg,  supportive  people  in  the  Beulah 
Baptist  Churdi  in  Cho^w  County  who  thought  they  saw  promise  in 
me.  I  thcHi^  of  Mississippi  College  and  MO.  Patterson,  my  BiUe  pro¬ 
fessor.  He  said  after  hearing  my  testimony,  "Young  man,  if  you  are  sin¬ 
cere  in  what  you  say,  God  is  criling  you  to  preach.”  - 

I  thought  of  the  many  churches  I  pastored  in  Mississippi  and  Ken¬ 
tucky.  I  thougltt  of  professors.  Student  Volunteer  Band,  ara  missionary 
speaters  at  Souttem  Seminary.  I  thought  of  BrqHists  all  over  our  con¬ 
vention  who  sent  my  wife  and  me  to  the  mission  field  with  a  promise  to 
pray.  All  dus  made  me  know  that  I  was  passed  “from  heart  to  heart”  in 
prayer. 

Thank  God  for  intecessory  prayer,  KelU.  ^thout  it,  I  don’t  briieve 
I’d  even  be  here! 

At  dus  Christmas  season,  when  God  “laid  himself  on  the  doorstep  of 
the  wodd  in  the  person  of  his  Son,  Jesus,”  let’s  make  a  list  of  prayer 
needs  that  we  know  about  and  pray  for  them  daily. 

If  we  don’t  pray,  some  will  not  go  and  some  w{U  keep  on  beiog  lost. 

The  Whittens  are  volunteer  Prayer  Ministry  coordinators, 
MBCB. 

Erastus  Hall, 
Baptist  minister, 
dies  at  86 


Say  Merry  Christmas  50  Times 
By  Sending  The  Baptist  Record 

Just  $7.36  buys  a  year-long  gift  —  50  Issues 
A  note  wW  be  sent  announcing  your  gift 
Enter  the  following  gift  subscription 


CHUR®  (aOWTH  CONFEREE 


(Please  Print) 


Erastus  S.  Hall,  86,  died  Nov.  7 
in  New  Albany.  Services  were 
held  Nov.  10  at  Hrst  Church,  New 
Albany,  where  he  was  a  member. 
He  pastored  churches  in  Union, 
Pontotoc,  Panola,  Winston, 
Wayne,  and  Attala  counties. 

His  wife,  the  former  Mary  Mar¬ 
tin,  preceded  him  in  death  on 
March  28, 1990.  He  is  survived  by 
two  sons,  Larry  Hall  of  Vicksburg 
and  Robert  Hall  of  Henderson, 
Texas;  one  sister,  Lottie  Virginia 
Evans,  Ripley;  and  one  brother, 
Marvin  HaU,  New  Albany. 


FROM: 


(Please  Print) 


Address _ _ _ 

City _  -State _ Zip - 

Q  Enclosed  is  a  check  fm  $7  JS 

Mail  to  Orculatioii,  Bi^Mist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205 

□  CSiedc  here  if  you  want  future  renewal  notices  to  come  to  you. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Pint  Church,  Batesville,  recently  held  a  recognition 
service  for  its  GAs.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  bottom  row, 
are  Ellie  Wray,  Chris^  Ann  Standard,  Sarah  Beth  Sulli¬ 
van,  Amanda  Kelly  Standard,  Macci  Martin.  Meghan 
Wilson;  second  row.  Bet^  Benson.  Laurie  Anne 
Steele.  Laura  Sturgeon.  Ava  Drake,  Erika  Beth  Thomas, 


Ginnie  Moore;  third  row,  Allyson  Wilson,  Angie  Wray 
(leader),  Chiis^  Odom,  Joyce  Shirley  (leader).  Eliza¬ 
beth  Benson,  Claudene  Standard  (leader),  Jennifer 
Shirey,  Tabatha  Terry,  Patricia  Benson  (director). 
Abbey  Drake,  Linda  Drake  (leader),  and  Suzie  Johnson 
(leader). 


Calvary  Church,  Waynasboro,  recently  held  an 
Acteen/GA  recognition  service.  Pictured,  first  row,  left 
to  right,  are  Lindsay  Bonner,  Caiti  Moriarty,  Jenci 
Bowen,  Kenddi  Cooper,  Penni  Bowen,  Andrea  Mcll- 
wain,  Amy  Cooley,  Katie  Odom;  second  row.  India 
Greene,  Amanda  Mowinski,  Victoria  Mcliwain,  Ashley 

The  combined  youth  and  adult 
choirs  of  Bunker  Hill  Church, 

Columbia,  will  present  *'Noel, 

Jesus  is  Bom”  20  at  6  p.m.  RATE:  60  oento  | 
For  more  information,  call  the  adwsiUsinq.  Inohjd 
church  at  736-1136  or  Paul  Pow-  No  bind  ads. 
elL  minister  ofmusic,  at  731-1472.  '  . . 


CLASSIHED  ADS 


RATE:  60  oente  por  word,  $5  ndnimum.  Cash  wUh 
adaaiUsing.  tnohido  nama.  adcbass,  ooda,  and  phi 
No  bind  a^ 


ordar  axoapt  on  contract 
numbST  In  count 


KoloM  Springs  Church,  Caledo¬ 
nia,  held  a  Harvest  Day  and  note 
burnina  ceremony  Nov.  8  to  cele- 


education  building.  Pictured  taking 
part  in  the  ceremony  are,  left  to 
right  Johnny  Gibson,  deacon;  Don 
Harding,  pastor;  and  Charles 
Arnold,  deacon. 


BIO  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 
sizaa.  Opan  Air  Ministrias.  (318) 
939-2230. 

¥jOf{  SALE  —  Church  Bus.  1983 
QMC/Ward  Diasal  37  pass.  Low 
milaaga,  good  condition.  (601) 
657-8016. 

YAMAHA  ELECTONE  405  organ, 
rol-top  wHh  banch,  $1250,  two  49- 
nota  kayboards,  13  baas  padals, 
CynlNa  Prioa,  102  Lortg  Driva,  Fk>- 
ranca,  MS  30073.  (601)  845-6221. 

AUBURN  FIRST  BAPTIST 

Church  1073-1003  Colaga  Choir 
Raunion.  May  21-23,  1003.  For 
mora  information  oontaol:  Dala 
Patarson,  128  East  Glann  Ava., 
Auburn.  AL  36830. 


First  Church  of  Coldwater  recently  built  a  new  sanctuary  that  doubles 
its  seating  capacity  to  500  at  a  cost  of  $750,000.  The  new  building  was 
dedicated  debt-free  on  the  first  Sunday  of  occupancy.  Bob  Maddux  is  pas¬ 
tor,  ^eve  Andrews  serves  as  minister  of  education/youth,  and  Tommy 
lim^  is  minister  of  music. 


Agricola  Church,  Agrlcola,  held  a  one  d^  revival/ground  breaking  cere¬ 
mony  on  Sept  27.  Sunday  School  had  218  present.  The  morning  service 
was  led  by  Eddie  Davidson,  former  pastor.  Agricola  Church  began  a 
Together  We  Build”  campaign  on  July  5  with  a  vision  to  build  a  new 
sanctuary.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  John  Henry,  director  of  missions. 
George/Greene  Associations;  Joe  Howard,  minister  of  music;  Davidson; 
Mark  Partin,  TWB  chairman.  Rawleen  Chisholm,  building  committee; 
Bruce  Worrell,  pastor,  and  L.  R.  E^rd,  TWB  campaign. 


Douglas,  Miranda  Bennett,  Rebekah  Bennett,  Jessica 
Campbell,  Jalin  Wood,  Shandi  Bonner.  Cassandra 
Overstreet;  third  row,  Katie  Dickerson,  Dana  Corage, 
Bridgett  Greene,  Bre  Mowinske,  Misty  West,  Nicole 
Mcliwain,  and  Emily  Parnell.  Not  picture  is  Lori  Stan¬ 
ley.  Doug  Broome  is  pastor. 


Leaf  River  Chnrcii,  Pinevflle, 
will  have  a  Christmas  prognun, 
Dec.  20  at  6  p.m.  The  program 
begins  with  a  piano  recital  by  all 
piano  students.  The  adult  choir 
will  present  “The  First-^oel,” 
under  the  direction  of  Linda 
Chuter.  Refreshments  and  fellow¬ 
ship  win  foUow  the  program. 


P»m.  pulpitt,  baptistries 

,Van  Winkle 

Church  Mding  doors. 

_  ...  _  theater  seats 


Church 

theater  se 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Tbil  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Vfa  rMnodel  A  paint 


NEED  LIGHTS  for  your  Christmas 
musical?  SfTwN  system  at  very  rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  Peyton  in  Jack- 
son  —  977-9600. 

LAST  CALL:  Eight  days  in  Israel 
for  $999,  Feb.  10-17, 1993.  Experi¬ 
enced  hosL  15  tours  abroad.  Con¬ 
tact  T.J.  Wood.  758  Driftwood  Dr., 
Maridian,  MS  39305;  (601)  681- 

DDOO. 

POSITION  OPEN:  The  Toledo 
Bend  Baptist  Ministrias  Is  now 
accepting  resumes  for  the  poaMon 
of  Resort  Missionary  to  serve  on 
the  Louisiana  side  ol  the  Toledo 
Bend  Lake.  Interested  persons 
may  sand  raeumsa  to  Bobby  Dye. 
P.O.  Box  1380,  Many,  LA  71440. 


Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 

Celebrates 

40  Years  of  Christian  Ministry 

Homecoming  Fellowship  Supper 

$5  per  person 

(Reservation  deadline  December  30) 
Saturday,  January  2, 1993 
5:00  p.m.  -  Worship  Service  to  follow 


Bible  Study  and  Morning  Worship 
Sunday,  January  3, 1993 


Former  Members  RSVP 
787  East  Northside  Drive 
Jackson,  Mississippi 
(601-366-8433) 

Dr.  Jim  Futral,  Pastor 


WWvBBC 


Just  for  the  Record 


NASHVILLB(BP)  — HarvIdT.  avaiUbfefor 


imaim,  or  fidl 
address  is  P.  O. 
Box  i7S.  Lola,  MS  38644  or  caU 
337-2354. 


Bryson,  chanman  of  pastoral 


istries  at  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
win  become  a  consultant  for  pteacfa- 
ing/worship  ei  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  Jan.  IS.  Bryson  Myron  C.  Noonkester,  associale 
assinnes  the  new  role  in  the  general  professor  of  history  at  William 
leadeohm  department  in  the  cfamdi  Carey  Cdlege,  recently  delivered  a 
growth-Sunday  School  division,  pqrer.  “Wl^  Gardiner’s  History 
Bryson  is  a  graduate  of  New  Was,”  at  the  regional  meeting  of  the 
Odeans  Seminary  with  bacbelw  (rf  North  American  Conference  on 
divinity,  master  of  theology,  and  British  Studies  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  He 
doctor  of  tbetdogy  degrees.  A  Nfis-  win  also  ddiver  a  papa  at  die  aniu- 
siss^  native,  he  eaniMl  a  bachelor  al  meeting  of  the  Southwestern 
ot  arts  degree  from  Nfississqjpi  Col-  Social  Science  Assodatioo  in  New 


Manttt  Church  In  Webster  Assoeletlon  held  its  Pinion,  leaders.  Acteens  pictured,  front  row.  are  Emily 

GA/Acteen  recognition  service,  entitled  “LlglTt  Your  Harrington,  Leigh  Stone,  Hailey  Stevens,  Laura  Stone; 

World.”  GAs  pictured,  left  to  right,  row  1.  are  Shanan  back  row,  Jada  Neal,  Paige  Harrington,  and  Jennifer 
Johnson,  Emily  Pinion,  Kari  Lawrence,  Jennifer  Clark;  Brand.  Not  pictured  are  Pauline  Neal  and  Ann  Stone, 
row  2,  Danna  Stone,  Amber  Forrester,  Michelle  Red-  leaders, 
wine.  Je^ca  Pinion;  row  3,  Jill  Roberson  and  Betty 

Employees  of  the  Jaduon  Bap- 
tist  Book  Store  will  hedd  a  iecq>-  ' 
don  for  letiimg  manager  Charles 

V.  McGlockhn,  Dec.  21,  2-4  pm.  ^ 

McGlocklin  leaves  the  book  store  . 
after  eight  years  of  service  to  Mis- 
sissqipi  Bt^itists  and.  27  1/2  years 
total  with  the  Baptist  Sunday 

Scfaod  Board.  The  ^bhe  is  invit-  j|d|||0r\  J/jjBm 

ed  to  die  reception,  to  be  held  at 

the  Biptist  Bo^  Store  in  Jackson.  yg?’  | 


surer  of  the  Baptist  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  Arizona  (now  Arizoiu 
Southern  Baptist  Cottvention)  from 
1944-56.  In  the  early  years,  he  also 
served  as  ediim  oi  the  Baptist  Bea¬ 
con,  new8)oonial  of  the  state  coo- 
veoiioa 


Jim  Dickson  has  resigned  as  pa^ 
tor  of  Lola  Church,  Lola.  He  is 


”We 

Don't 

Need 

Just  to 

Think 

About 

Helping 

The 

Needy, 

We 

Need  to 

Help 

The 

Needy." 


sarvics  Sapt  20.  "Missions  around  tha  World”  was  prasantad  by  Mika  and 
Ann  Whitlock.  Lindsay  Spaad,  Laslay  Carr,  and  Danialla  McLamora 
racaivad  advantura  two  badoas;  Jaci  Grant  and  Stacay  Carr  racaivad 
advantura  six  badgas.  Actaan  Shaily  Carr  with  crown  baarar  Lauran  Homa 
racaivad  har  crown  for  completing  Studi-Act  Quaan  step.  Ambar  Bounds, 
new  Actaan  mambar,  was  also  present.  Ann  Whitlock  is  GA  and  Actaan 
director.  ^  leaders  are  Sandy  Speed  and  Natalia  Matlock.  Leon  Adams  is 


This  concerned  Baptist  layman  says  this  is 
A  Time  to  RememtjerGodis  servants  who  are  in  need. 
In  the  Magnolia  State,  there  are  more  than  380  retired 
pastors  or  their  widows  who  receive  annuities  of  less 
than  $200  per  month.  Some  are  in  great  need. 

Taking  time  to  remember  the  ministry  of  these  faithful 
soldiers  of  the  cross  will  inspire  others  to  join  in  doing 
something  to  help. 

Contact  Harold  Fisher,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  (601 )  968-3800,  or 
C.  Joe  McIntosh,  Vice  President  for  Endowment  at  the 
Annuity  Board. 


Arlimton  Church,  Beaumont,  recently  held  dedication  for  its  new  sanc¬ 
tuary.  Pictured,  right  to  left,  are  Troy  Hillman,  Lynn  Lowe,  David  Roberts, 
Feddie  ^rd.  Mike  Easterling,  chairman  of  building,  Clinton  Gilleo, 
deceased,  also  served  during  the  building  program.  Dean  Stewart  is  pas¬ 
tor.  •, 

The  annual  William  Carey  ^joffioe  at  582-61 10  or  582-6192. 
Holiday  Baseball  Camp  for 

youngsters  ages  7  to  17  wUl  be  The  choir  of  Terry  Road 
held  Dec.  29,  30.  and  31  on  cam-  Church,  Jackson,  will  present 
pus.  Bobby  Halford  and  his  staff,  ”Angels  of  Christmas”  under  the 
and  John  Stephenson  will  con-  dire^on  of  James  Netherlaod  on 
duct  the  camp.  Stephenson,  a  for-  Dec.  20  at  7  p.m.  Doris  Lott  is 
mer  CTrusader  coach,  is  currently  pianist.  The  church  will  also 
a  coach  witii  the  hfow  York  Mets.  show  the  film,  “Israel,  God's 
Highlights  will  include  instme-  .Chosen  Land,”  Dec.  27  at  7  p.m. 
tional  videos  and  an  autograph  Henry  Bennett  is  pastor, 
session  with  guest  professionaiu. 

The  cost  of  the  camp  is  $70.  Ses-  Conntry  Woods  Church,  6737 
sions  begin  at  8:30  a.m.  and  con-  Siwell  Road,  Jackson,  will  have  a 
elude  at  4  p.m.  each  day.  You  live  nativity  scene  from  6:30- 
may  enroll  by  calling  the  baseball  8:30  p.m.  on  Dec.  17  and  18. 


Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

P.O.  Box  2I90W  Dallas. Texas  7S22I-2I90 •  I-800-262-0SI I 


Uniform  I  Bible  Book  Life  and  Work 


God  offers  salvation 

Bj  Margaret  Rogers 
Lake  2:1-40 

Jesus  is  the  greatest  individual  in  histray  and  Luke  placed 
hiin  in  tbe  flow  of  wtxkl  events.  His  fmeninner,  John  the 
Baptist,  had  already  been  txxn.  In  many  req)ects.  Lake’s 
stc»ies  of  the  Inifl)  of  John  and  Jesus  are  parallel.  However, 
the  s(q>enoiity  of  Jesus  manifests  itself  eiuly.  When  John 
was  bmn,  there  was  great  joy  but  no  wcusb^.  Jesus  was 
acclaimed  as  “Saviour,  wto  is  Christ  the  Lc^”  The  full¬ 
ness  of  time  had  come  when  God  would  send  forth  his  Son, 
the  Messiah,  who  had  been  e:q)ected  fm  hundreds  of  years. 

Bignews  — the  birth  of  hm  (Luka  2:1-7).  Jesus  was 
bom  in  the  days  of  Augustus  Caew,  when  the  Roman 
Empire  extended  itself  farther  than  ever  befne  or  since. 
Judm  had  become  a  mvince  (tf  the  emim,  and  the  Jews 
were  taxed  as  were  ill  citizens.  Judea  was  ruled  by  Cyre- 
mus,  the  Roman  governor  of  Syria,  and  he  had  issued  a 
decree  for  all  to  te  counted  and  taxed. 

Since  Joseph  was  a  descendant  of  Are  royal  line,  he  had  to 
return  to  his  ancestral  home  in  Bethlehem.  The  tt^  from 
Nazareth  to  Bethlehem  must  have  been  tirinf  for  the 

pregnant  Maty.  Providence  so  mdeted  Aos  event  m  BeAAe- 
hem  where  the  {Hophet  kficah  bad  prophesied  hundreds  of 
befme  that  the  Messiah  would  be  boriL  At  Bethlehem 
gave  birth  to  her  first-bmn  child  in  a  stable,  and  she 
laid  him  in  a  manger.  These  drcumstances  indicaied  the 
poverty  of  Mary  and  Jo8q)h.  The  King  of  kings  who  was  a 
tty  of  hope  in  a  sm-datkened  wmid  was  bmn  with  no  con- 
veiuences  and  few  necessities. 

Jesus*  presentation  in  the  temple  (w.  22-32).  At  the 
dtenmeision  oerenoony,  the  Babe  of  BeAikhem  was  named 
Jesus.  Of  coarse.  Are  name  “Jesus”  (Greek)  is  the  same  as 
“Joshua”  (Hel^ew)  and  means  “Jdiovah  saves.”  Jesus  was 
drcumcised  oo  Are  ei^Mh  day  and  Mary  observed  the 
purification  rit^  in  kM{nng  wiAi  the  Mmaic  law.  She  went 
to  the  temple  in  Jetusalm  to  offer  a  sactifioe.  Luke  offers  a 
reminder  at  Auk  point  that  Jesus  was  bmn  under  Jewish  Irm 
and  that  ChrisAan|ty  is  the  fulfillmeia  of  Judaism.  Tbe 
(dfeting  of  do^  fod  dgeons  indicates  that  Joseph  and 
Maty  were  very  poor.  Those  who  could  not  afford  a  lamb 
were  permittet^to'substitute  a  less  cosAy  offering. 

Wbm  Simeon  s^  Jesus  be  recognized  him  as  “the 
Lmd’s  Christ”  (G^eek  equivalent  of  Hebrew  Messiah).  The 
promise  to  Sinreop  that  would  live  to  see  “the  consola- 
Aon  of  laael”  wak  fulfilled  in  Jesus.  Simeon  was  ready  for 
death  after  be  ^d  seen  God’s  promised  salvatioa  to  aU. 

That  Jesus  wioi^  be  rejected  as  well  as  accepted  was 
arkicipaied  in  ijbe;  words  of  Simeon.  Fbr  Maty  there  would 
be  a  sword  to  pierce  her  heart,  and  alAion|^  Maty  knew  her 
son  was  destined, for  a  special  work,  she  md  not  understand 
tte  inqrhcations  of  his  work  until  Jesus’  death.  Tbe  fote  of 
all  pec^  woukl  depend  on  their  accqrtance  or  rejecAon  of 
Jesus.  Tire  kxddim  of  Jesus  must  be  acknoudet^ed  by 
Arose  who  follow  turn,  because  he  was  God’s  gift  to  idl 
peo^. 

A  missioaaty  serving  in  Africa  t(Ad  his  native  studertts 
bow  CfariAians  express  their  joy  at  receiving  God’s  price-  . 
less  gift  by  exchanging  gifts  to  others  on  Christ’s  turthday. 
On  Chrurtmas  mmning,  one  of  Are  tuAves  brougfit  the  mis- 
sionary  an  extraotditiatily  beautiful  seasfaefl.  Wlren  asked 
where  he  bad  discovered  such  a  lovely  shell.  Are  native  said 
he  had  walked  many  iiules  to  a  remote  beach,  the  only  site 
where  such  shells  could  be  found.  T^  missionary  thanked 
his  pupil  for  traveling  so  far  to  obtain  such  a  gorgeous  gift. 
Ifis  eyes  sparkling,  tte  naAve  answered,  “Long  walk  part  of 
gift.”  Vali^  gifts  involve  the  giving  of  time,  talents,  arxl 
self  to  others.  ,  i 

Jesus’  greatest  gilft  to  the  world  involved  that  long  walk 
to  Calvary  after  jwtkch  be  uve  his  life  that  all  might  have 
eternal  life.  Thulfact  should  encourage  all  to  acoeM  this 
marvelous  gift  m  salvaAon  and  to  express  graAtode  to  God 
by  glorifying  hiiji  through  daily  Hving. 

At  this  Cfansdnas  seaso^  mindfiA  of  God’s  unqreakaUe 
gift  to  you,  why  not  consider  gifts  of  yourself  to  others:  A) 
your  family,  a  Cinistian  example;  to  enemies,  sincere  for- 
giveiress;  to  friends,  a  ChrisA^  relaAonsfa^;  and  to  all, 
second-inile  service? 

Rogers  is  a  aaember  of  Salem  ChmTiif  ColHns. 


Birth  of  the  Savior 

BBy  R.  David  Raddin 

Luke  7:1-17, 20-21, 39-40 

“Joy  to  Are  world!  The  Lord  is  come.”  Whatjoy  to  know 
that  just  as  surely  as  Are  Lord  came  that  first  Christmas,  be 
comes  to  us  today.  Ife  comes  not  only  that  we  mi^  know 
what  deaAi  is  about,  but  that  we  mig^  krxiw  what  life  is 
about  “In  him  was  life,  and  that  life  was  the  light  of  men” 
(John  1:4).. 

The  baby’s  birth  (2:7).  “And  she  gave  birth  to  her  first 
bom,  a  son.  She  wrapped  him  in  cloths  and  placed  him  in  a 
manger,  because  there  was  no  room  frxr  them  in  Are  iim” 
(2:7).  Mary  wrapped  the  baby  in  Are  tradiAmial  strips  of 
doth  used  by  Jewish  mothers.  Fmn  the  beginaing,  Jesus 
identified  wiAi  otdinaty  people.  The  inn  was  probity  not  a 
lar^  lAace,  and  very  wdl  could  have  been  a  single  room  in 
wnreh  several  peofAe  stayed.  Because  Arete  was  no  romn 
for  them,  the  bifoy  was  bom  and  placed  in  a  manger,  a  feed- 
iire  trou^ 

Tire  angel’s  aruounoenMnt  (2:8-14).  “And  Arete  were 
shepherds  living  out  in  Are  fid^  nearby,  keqiing  watch 
over  their  flocks  at  lAgbt  An  angd  of  Are  Lord  typeated  to 
them,  and  Are  f^ory  of  Are  Ltxd  shown  around  tfara,  and 
they  were  terrified.  But  the  angel  said  to  Arem,  ‘Do  not  be 
afraid.  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  gr^  joy  Aiitt  will  be  ftre 
all  peofAe.  Totuy  in  Are  town  of  David  a  Slavior  has  been 
btm  to  you;  be  is  Christ  the  Lmd’”  (w.  8-11). 

The  anoouncemeik  of  the  birth  of  Are  Saview  came  to 
common  folks.  The  shqihetds  were  considered  by  the  Phar¬ 
isees  to  be  among  Are  lowest  of  society.  Jesus  came  for  us 
all.  Hear  Are  amouncenrent  this  Christmas:  “A  Savior  has 
been  bom  to  you;  he  is  Christ  the  Lmd”  (v.  11). 

The  shepherds*  responses  (2:15-17, 20).  “When  the 
angels  had  left  Arem  a^  gone  irko  hearon.  Are  shqAretds 
said  to  one  another,  ‘Let’s  go  to  Betblefaem  and  see  this 
Aang  Aret  has  happened,  v^efa  Are  Lmd  has  tdd  ns  about’ 
So  foey  honied  on  and  found  Mary  and  Josq)h,  and  the 
baby,  who  was  tying  in  the  manger.  When  they  bad  seen 
him,  they  q}tead  Are  wmd  concerning  what  biri  been  told 
them  about  this  duld....  The  shepherd  retunred,  riorifying 
and  praising  God  for  all  the  things  they  bad  heard  and  seen, 
wbi^  were  just  as  they  had  been  told”  (w.  15-17, 20). 

The  shepherds’  first  response  was  to  go  and  see  what  had 
lumpened,  which  the  Lord  had  told  them  about  They 
bdlreved  Are  wtnd  of  the  angel  as  a  wcml  from  Are  Lord  to 
Arem.  God’s  Word  to  ns  is  that  Are  Savim  Ires  been  bom 
He  invites  you  and  me  to  come  and  see  Jesus  as  our  Sxview 
and  Lord. 

The  shq)herds  reinooded  by  “glorifying  and  praising 
God”  because  they  found  Are  message  frw  God  Auough 
the  angel  to  be  true,  “just  as  they  had  been  ttdd”  (v.  20).  We 
can  glorify  and  pnire  God  beo^  his  Wtnd  that  Jesus 
came  for  us  is  true,  just  as  we  have  been  told.  W^  is  your 
reqxmse  to  the  Lmd? 

The  baby*s  circaaKisioa  and  naming  (2:21).  “On  Are 
eighth  day,  when  it  was  Arne  to  dreumdse  him,  be  was 
named  Jesus,  the  name  Are  angel  had  ghren  turn  before  be 
had  been  conceived”  (v.  21).  “Jesus”  means  “Yafaweh 
Saves.”  He  is  tbe  Savior.  Salvation  is  Auough  him  to  all 
who  believe  in  him  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

The  chfld’s  growAi  in  a  devout  family  (2:39-40). 

“When  Mary  and  Josqpb  bad  done  everything  required  by 
the  Law  of  Lord,  ttey  returned  to  Gidilee  to  meir  own 
town  of  Nazareth.  And  tte  child  grew  and  became  strong; 
he  was  filled  with  wisdom,  aixl  the  grace  of  God  was  u>on 
hun”  (w.  39-40). 

The  home  of  Mary  and  Joseph  was  given  to  tbe  ways  of 
tbe  L<ud.  May  we  five  in  their  example  that  our  homes  be 
committed  to  God.  May  our  dfikben  see  in  us  parents  who 
krxm  Jesus,  tbe  Savior. 

Let  us  rejoice  as  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  Are  Savior.  Joy 
to  Are  woridl  The  Lord  is  come! 

Raddin  is  pastor.  First  Cburch,  Yazoo  City. 


Providing  the  Savior 

■  By  Milton  Bard 

Lake  2:6-17 

There  are  man^  stories  that  have  become  tradifion  among 
children  and  then*  femilies  at  Christmas  Arne,  but  the  great¬ 
est  of  aU  Christmas  stories  is  found  in  Luke  2.  This  passage 
records  the  begiiming  of  the  greatest  st(»y  of  all:  the  story 
of  God  cofiung  to  dwell  with  us  (Emmamiel).  God  provided 
a  Savior  for  aU  peo|Ae.  “The  W(^  was  Are  source  of  life, 
and  this  fife  brought  light  to  mankind.  The  li^  shines  in 
Are  darkrress,  and  Are  darkrress  has  never  put  It  out”  (J(Aio 
1:4-5).  God  had  ^ken  in  many  ways,  but  in  Luke  2,  he 
spoke  to  us  in  a  IMe  child  bom  in  a  manger. 

The  bkrtti  in  BcAileliem  (w.  6-7).  All  (rfus  like  sumrises 
at  Christmas.  God  provided  a  surprise  frre  the  world  w^ 
Jesus  was  bom.  Hrere  were  nu^  preconceived  ideas  in 
Jewish  Aioaght  about  Are  Messiidi,  and  a  baby  was  oertaiiAy 
not  one  of  ttem. 

But  God  in  his  wisdom  sent  Jesus  as  our  Redeemer  aixl 
SaviOT,  bom  in  a  manger  in  Bethlehem,  in  vefy  modest  sur- 
routKlings.  There  was  no  room  in  Are  inn  for  Joseph  and 
Mary.  They  ireeded  a  place  to  escape  the  cold  nij^  air,  so 
they  accqked  Are  innfceqrer’s  offer  to  lod^  in  the  stable. 
This  was  Are  setting  for  Maty  to  give  birth  to  her  first-bom 
SOIL  She  wrapped  in  doAres  (brougfit  with  her  from 
Nazareth)  and  placed  him  in  a  manger,  a  feetfing  trough  for 
animals  Auk  served  as  a  cradle  fin*  newborn  Savior.  The 
bumble  birthplace  of  a  stable  was  God’s  affitmaAon  that  he 
was  sending  a  Savior  for  everyone. 

The  angel’s  armooncement  to  the  diepherds  (w.  8-12). 
The  aniKxnicemetk  of  the  birth  was  made  to  sbepterds,  not 
to  longs  or  priests.  Shq)hetds  were  lowly,  humt^  peo^. 
They  were  unportant  oiAy  to  their  flocks.  Such  were  tte 
peo^  for  whom  Jesus  came.  He  was  a  friend  of  sinners. 
Are  sick,  and  the  poor.  “He  came  to  aedk  and  save  Are  lost” 
(Ldce  19:10). 

The  sbqkrerds  were  fnghteired  at  the  spddep  2q>peannce 
of  an  angel  They  perhaps  tniddled  together  iri  fev  of  Aus 
angel  wiAi  all  of  God’s  glory.  The  angd’s  firkt  tad:  was  to 
reassure  Are  shepherds  foat  they  were  safe  (“fear.iKk”).  The 
angel  was  Arete  to  armounce  a  very  ^redal  event  This 
announcemetk  was  a  cause  for  great  joy.  “Joy  to  the  world. 
Are  Lord  is  cmne!”  The  good  irews  was  to  be  to  all  people. 
Jews,  GenAles,  young,  old,  rich,  poor,  red,  yellow,  bla^, 
and  white!  '  ' 


The  angel  informed  the  shq^tds  on  that  day,  a  Savior, 
Christ  Are  Lord,  was  bom  in  BeAAebem.  This  Savior  was 
God’s  Messiah  promised  by  God  to  Israel  The  annl  also 
t(Ad  Are  shepherds  how  to  recogiuze  Are  irewbom  Savior 
and  confirm  Are  angd’s  message:  Arey  would.find  a  baby 
wrapped  in  doAres,  lying  in  a  manger. 

1m  angels  rejoiw  (w.  13-14).  Armther  amazing  event 
occurred  m  the  presence  of  Are  shepherds.  After  Are 
announcenreik  of  the  birth  by  the  angd,  there  was  a  sodden 
appeant^  of  a  great  company  of  Are  beavetdy  host.  Verse 
13  describes  a  magnificent  service  of  praise  aod  worship. 
Verse  14  gives  the  message,  “Glory  to  God  in  Are  highest 
and  on  earth  peace,  goodv^  toward  meiL”  The  oiAy  true, 
lasting  peace  is  the  peace  to  be  found  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  shqrhcrds’  response  (w.  15-17).  When  the  worship 
of  the  beaveiAy  host  hid  end^  the  shq>hetds  dedded  to 
go  to  Bethlehem  to  see  what  had  luq)pened.  They  found 
Josq)h  and  Maty  and  the  baby,  lying  in  the  manger,  just  as 
the  angd  had  said.  Their  wilfiiigtress  to  obey  the  Lord’s 
instracAons  made  them  the  first  persons  to  see  tte  Savior. 
Luke  does  rxk  tell  us  what  happerred  during  the  visit  or  how 
long  Arey  stayed,  but  Arey  must  have  been  unpressed  to  be 
in  Are  presence  of  God’s  Soil  They  left  Are  stable  aod 
spread  the  word  about  Aus  spedal  news  of  Christ  Are  Lord. 
All  who  heard  it  were  amaz^  at  what  Are  ahqrbeids  said. 

The  Christnutf  season  is  a  wooderftd  Ame  us  to  tell 
Are  good  trews  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  can  share  our  own  per¬ 
sonal  experience  of  salvation  with  frnuly,  friends,  ndj^ 
bois,  and  even  strangers.  We  can  give  generously  to  tte 
Lottie  Moon  Christr^  Offering^to  support  irAsrionaries  in 
reaching  others.  Oeld>rate  Ads  Orristmaa  with  farruly  and 
friends,  pause  ftre  a  few  irunutes  to  read  Lake  2,  and  reflect 
on  that  nist  Christnus.  Merry  Christmaa  to  Are  Mississippi 
Bukiat  franily. 

Bard  te  nrinlalar  of  ailacatkn.  First  ClMrech,  ClevdMid. 


CHRISTliAS  IfKBfORIES 


CHRISTMAS  —  I  do  not  know  of  another  word  that 
elicits  such  Joy  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  both  the  young 
•  -  and  old.  Each  Christmas  seems  to  have  a  special  memo- 
ly  that  sets  it  apart  from  any  other  Christmas.  T^se 
memories  include  special  acts  of  kindness  and  speical 
people  who  have  touched  our  lives.  Ear^  Christmas  at 
the  Village  always  produces  memories  that  last  throu^- 
out  the  lives  of  our  children.  I  want  to  thank  you  for 
helping  to  make  so  many  of  those  wonderful  memories. 

As  you  gather  with  your  famlty  at  this  season,  your  con- 
versatlon  will  surely  turn  to  &e  many  wonderful  bless- 
Ings  that  have  been  yours  in  this  past  year.  Many  of  you 
will  p>ersonally  express  thankfulness  for  a  Christian 
home  and  Godly  parents  who  sacrificed  to  to  care  for  you.  When  your 
thoughts  turn  to  home,  please  remember  ALL  of  your  children.  You  are  a 
vital  part  of  Mississippi's  Largest  Family,  The  Baptist  Children's  Village.  You 
can  help  make  this  Christmas  one  that  your  children  will  never  forget.  Any 
gift  will  show  your  love  and  compassion. 

I  wish  for  you  and  yours  only  God's  richest  blessings  at  this  wonderful  time 
of  the  year. 

I  am  humbly, 

RONNY  E.  ROBINSON 

Executive  Director 


Fredas  makes  donation  to  Children's  Village 

Fred  ’  s  Discount  ■■■■ 

Store  in  Clinton 

recently  donated  ■  aBH  P  II  iHfl  I  ^11  Wl 

$300  to  The  B24)tist  I  ^Bl  II  ^■■1 
Children’s  Village.  I  [HI  I  ^1  jlHI ,  I  I 

The  was 

from  the  proceeds 

raised  at  the  Fred’s,  / 

Inc.  Benefit  Golf 

Tournament  in  Mem- 

phis,  head- 

quarters  for  Fred’s 

Discount  Stores. 

Charitable  organiza- 
dons  throughout  the 
where 

Fred’s  (grates  over 
were 
receive 
the  Pic- 

tuied  are  Fred’s  Store 
Lonnie 
Patrick,  and  Ronny 
RoUnsoo,  Village 

Executive  Director.  HHHIHHsHHIlHiHHH^HilH 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memoy.  Many  groups  aixi  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  throu^  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  belpfiil  medium. 
This  feature  is  hoperally  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
reflect,  those  who  are  aixl  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends.  — 


Nov.  1,1992 - 
Nov.  30, 1992 

HONORS 


Mrs.  Liz  Burnside  (left)  and  Mr.  Elton  Hardy  (right)  were  recogruzed 
at  a  recent  retirement  recc^oiL  Rev.  Ronny  Robinson,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  (center),  presented  each  with  a  small  gift  from  the  Village  Staff.  Mrs. 
Burnside  served  as  Quid  Care  Worker  for  three  years.  Mr.  Hardy  served 
as  Child  Care  Worker  and  Manager  of  our  Central  Suiq>ly  Department  for 
almost  IS  years. 


MEMORIALS 


Tlw  CHOICE  (Choosing  Ifigber  Objectives  in  Challenj^g  Experi¬ 
ences)  Element  demonstrated  in  this  picture  is  the  SPIDERS  WEB.  The 
God  is  for  the  group  to  pass  safely  tnrough  the  web  without  waking  the 
q^der  (touching  the  webV  Once  a  htde  is  passed  through,  it  closes.  This 
initiative  is  oftim  times  very  challenging,  nustratioa  is  often  tested.  Hon¬ 
esty  and  ability  to  learn  mm  mistakes  are  big-issues.  The  facilitator 
should  watch  for  lack  of  wilhngness  to  change  the  {dan  of  attack.  Body 
Mae  and  image  usually  come  into  play  on  thu  initiative.  We  leam  who 
acoqrts/reject|  physical  support  from  tte  group. 


lfc.Mi,lMhU 

(to  bo  oontinuod) 
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Religious  leaders  decry  excessive 
commercialization  of  Christmas 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  Com-  the  statement  contiDues.  Tenn.;  Geom  Reed,  duector  of  the 

K)INT  A  U.S.  AMBAS*  mercializatitHi  has  robb^  Christ-  "The  adveitising  Imds  of  MadisoD  cooncil  on  Qnistian  Life  and  Pub- 
LE  (BP)  —  Christian  Life  mas  of  its  meaning  and  tamed  Avenue  have  been  saccessfdl  in  lie  AHairs  for  the  Baptist  State 
jmd  has  asked  President-  shopping  malls  into  ‘*the  new  developing  am<Hig  many  a  coerced  Convention  of  North  Carolina; 
>mmitted  by  fmmer  Presi-  shrines  of  worship”  in  American  sense  of  {^t  drives  consomer  Stan  Hastey,  executive  director  of 
unbassador  to  the  Vatican,  cahute.  anxiety  (and  baying  at  Christmas  the  Alliance  of  Baptists  in  Wash- 

ty  of  this  policy  has  not  So  say  2S  religioas  leaders  —  time.”  ingtoiii,  D.C.;  Daniel  Weiss,  gener- 

Holy  See  of  the  Roman  mrJivting  six  Baptists  — '  in  a  stale-  Pessonal,  altruistic,  and  reflective  al  secretary  of  the  American  Bap- 
lot  a  civil  state.  While  it  is  meot  d^rying  w  exceiBive  com-  giving  is  part  of  what  makes  tist  Churches;  and  C^vin  Butts, 
have  communication  and  merdatization  Of  Christmas.  Chrismtas  red,  the  statement  iKiies.  minister  at  Abyssinian  Baptist 

kf^inting  an  ambassador  “We  have  seen  the  spirit  of  It  urges  Ameticaiis  to  give  sim}^  Church  in  New  York, 
of  separation  between  the  rhrigtma*  reduced  to  a  carnival  gifts  based  on  need,  not  consump-  A  spokesman  for  America's 
ion,  while  discriminating  mass  marketing,”  the  ecumenical  tioa  retailers  objected  to  the  statement, 

receive  the  same  diplomat-  group  says.  "Consumption  has  Ihe  religioas  leaders  call  upon  however,  noting  the  country's  19 
Ektus  fm  any  religioas  end-  tricen  on  an  almost  rdigious  quah-  people  of  Mtii  to  spe^  out  agmnst  millkm  retail  emirioyees  are  dqien- 

ty;  malls  have  become  the  new  the  over-commercialization  of  dent  on  bdiday  ^es. 

of  woesfaq).”  Quistmas  and  to  begin  to  remder  "(TaDoel  (3uistmas7  You  would 

^UT  CHRISTMAS  TREE  The  retigious  leaders  urge  Amer-  priorities.  throw  the  country  .into  dq>ression,” 

l-foot  Christmas  tree  will  icans  to  distinguish  between  "C^hruimas  was  never  int^ided  to  Jack  Schultz,  president  of  the 
iling  the  start  of  a  new  tra-  Christmas  giving  tiiat  captures  be  a  crass  marketing  plw.  Let  us  National  Retail  Federation  in  New 
ristmas  as  a  national  holi-  true  meaning  of  the  season  and  restore  the  spiritual  arid  li^affirm-  York,  told  the  Charlotte  Observ- 
iroved  recently  by  Russian  “obsessive  qkending  as  a  way  to  ing  potential  of  the  seasem  —  and  er.  "I  don't  want  to  take  on  the 
■k  of  Baptist  pastor  Tommy  fin  fiic  qriritual  vacuum  left  by  an  taim  it  into  the  new  year.”  religious  community,  but  an  awful 

ak  during  the  tree-lighting  over-coosuit^Nive  society.”  Tte  statement,  coordinated  by  lot  of  jobs  depead  on  Christmas.... 

ill  proclaim  the  Christmas  “In  the  end,”  the  statement  the  Washington,  D.C-based  Center  If  you  think  that’s  sacrilegious,  the 
Idren  of  Moscow.  “Since  warns,  "the  delirium  of  commercial  for  the  Study  of  Conunerdalism,  country’s  in  trouUe.” 
araded  its  war  machinery  Christmas  devours  some,  leaves  was  sent  to  hundreds  of  regiorud  Parham  said  the  religioas  lead- 
itary  might  while  millions  others  in  ruinous  debt,  and  punish,  and  church  organizations  armmd  ets’  statement  goes  beyond  similar 
tor  of  First  Church  of  Per-  es  the  poor,  for  whom  the  joy  of  the  country.  ones  which  fbaised-on  the  materi- 

will  come  to  see  this  tree  Christmas  always  seems  a  drrilar  Baptist  signers  include:  Dellanna  alistic  behavior  of  individuals  and 


Christmas  around  the  world 


